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2 10,000 Maniacs, Candy Everybody 

Wants

If lust and hate is the candy, if blood and love are so sweet, 

then we give 'em what they want.

3 A

4 Adams, Abigail Remember all Men would be tyrants if they could.

5 Adams, Abigail Remember the Ladies.

6 Adams, Abigail We have too many high sounding words, and too few actions 

that correspond with them.

7 Adams, Douglas I'd take the awe of understanding over the awe of ignorance 

any day.

8 Adams, Douglas, Dirk Gently's 

Holistic Detective Agency

My mind is my centre and everything that happens there is my 

responsibility. Other people may believe what it pleases them to 

believe, but I will do nothing without I know the reason why and 

know it clearly. - Dirk Gently

9 Adams, Douglas, The Hitchhiker's 

Guide to the Galaxy

Ford... there's an infinite number of monkeys outside who want 

to talk to us about this script for Hamlet they've worked out. - 

Arthur Dent

10 Adams, Douglas, The Hitchhiker's 

Guide to the Galaxy

I teleported home one night

With Ron and Sid and Meg

Ron stole Meggie's heart away

and I got Sidney's leg.

11 Adams, Douglas, The Hitchhiker's 

Guide to the Galaxy

In the beginning, the Universe was created. This has made a lot 

of people very angry and has been widely regarded as a bad 

move

12 Adams, Douglas, The Hitchhiker's 

Guide to the Galaxy

It was the product of a mind that was not merely twisted, but 

actually sprained.

13 Adams, Douglas, The Hitchhiker's 

Guide to the Galaxy

Life. Loathe it or ignore it, you can't like it. - Marvin

14 Adams, Douglas, The Hitchhiker's 

Guide to the Galaxy

Life.... Don't talk to me about life. - Marvin

15 Adams, Douglas, The Hitchhiker's 

Guide to the Galaxy

My capacity for happiness you could fit into a matchbox without 

taking out the matches first. - Marvin

16 Adams, Douglas, The Hitchhiker's 

Guide to the Galaxy

Space is big. Really big.

17 Adams, Douglas, The Hitchhiker's 

Guide to the Galaxy

We'll be saying a big hello to all intelligent life forms 

everywhere... and to everyone else, the secret is to bang the 

rocks together, guys. - Sub-Etha Radio Announcer

18 Adams, Douglas, The Long Dark Tea-

Time of the Soul

It can hardly be a coincidence that no language on earth has 

ever produced the expression, “As pretty as an airport.”

19 Adams, Henry Chaos often breeds life, when order breeds habit.

20 Adams, Henry Brooks One friend in a lifetime is much; two are many; three are hardly 

possible.

21 Adams, John No man who ever held the office of president would 

congratulate a friend on obtaining it.

22 Adams, John Quincy America does not go abroad in search of monsters to destroy.

23 Adams, John Quincy May our country be always successful, but whether successful 

or otherwise, always right.

24 Addams, Morticia Normal is an illusion. What is normal for the spider is chaos for 

the fly.

25 Addams, Morticia, The Addams 

Family

Don't torture yourself, darling. That's my job.

26 Addison, David, Moonlighting Money can't buy happiness.... But then happiness can't buy 

government-insured CD's.

27 Ade, George There is everything in a name. A rose by any other name would 

smell as sweet, but would not cost half as much during the 

winter months.

28 Adler, Jerry It's a morbid observation, but if everyone on earth just stopped 

breathing for an hour, the greenhouse effect would no longer be 

a problem.

29 Alighieri, Dante I wept not, so to stone within I grew.

30 Alighieri, Dante, The Inferno Abandon all hope, ye who enter here!

31 Alinsky's Rule for Radicals Those who are most moral are furthest from the problem. 



32 Allen, Fred An actor's success has the life expectancy of a small boy about 

to look into a gas tank with a lighted match.

33 Allen, Woody Bisexuality immediately doubles your chances for a date on 

Saturday night.

34 Allen, Woody I don't want to achieve immortality through my work.... I want to 

achieve it through not dying.

35 Allen, Woody I got thrown out of college for cheating on the metaphysics 

exam: I looked into the soul of the boy next to me.

36 Allen, Woody I want to tell you a terrific story about oral contraception: I asked 

this girl to sleep with me and she said no.

37 Allen, Woody If only God would give me some clear sign! Like making a large 

deposit in my name at a Swiss bank.

38 Allen, Woody Is sex dirty? Only if it's done right.

39 Allen, Woody It's not that I'm afraid to die. I just don't want to be there when it 

happens.

40 Allen, Woody Money is not everything, but it's better than having one's health.

41 Allen, Woody More than any other time in history, mankind faces a 

crossroads. One path leads to despair and utter hopelessness, 

the other to total extinction. Let us pray that we have the 

wisdom to choose correctly.

42 Allen, Woody My one regret in life is that I am not someone else.

43 Allen, Woody Some guy hit my fender the other day, and I said unto him, 'Be 

fruitful and multiply.' But not in those words.

44 Allen, Woody The chief problem with death, incidentally, is the fear that there 

may be no afterlife - a depressing thought, particularly for those 

of us who have bothered to shave. Also, there is the fear that 

there is an afterlife, but no one will know where it's being held.

45 Allen, Woody The Lion and the Calf shall lie down together, but the calf won't 

get much sleep.

46 Allen, Woody The true test of maturity is not how old a person is, but how he 

reacts to awakening in the mid-town area in his shorts.

47 Allen, Woody, Love and Death I was walking through the woods, thinking about Christ. If He 

was a carpenter, I wondered what He charged for bookshelves.

- Boris Grushenko

48 Ancis, Joe The only normal people are the ones you don't know very well.

49 Andras' Political Postulate Foundation of a party signals the dissolution of the movement.

50 Angelou, Maya Bitterness is like cancer. It eats upon the host. But anger is like 

fire. It burns it all clean.

51 Anonymous A diplomat is someone who can tell you to go to Hell in such a 

way that you actually look forward to the trip.

52 Anonymous A gentleman is a man who can play the accordion, but doesn't.

53 Anonymous A psychotic thinks that 2 plus 2 makes 5. A neurotic knows that 

2 plus 2 makes 4, he just can't stand it.

54 Anonymous An intellectual is someone who can listen to the William Tell 

Overture and not think of the Lone Ranger.

55 Anonymous Expectation is at the root of all heartache.

56 Anonymous Expecting the world to treat you fairly because you are good is 

like expecting the bull not to charge because you are a 

57 Anonymous Heaven is the place where the donkey at last catches up with 

the carrot.

58 Anonymous I’ve never seen faith move mountains, but I’ve seen what it can 

do to skyscrapers.

59 Anonymous Immorality: the morality of those who are having a better time.

60 Anonymous It's not God I dislike, it's His fan club I can't stand.

61 Anonymous It's said that you get the government you deserve...  But I don't 

remember knife-raping any retarded nuns.

62 Anonymous It's your god. They're your rules. You  go to hell.

63 Anonymous Love is like pi - natural, irrational, and very important.

64 Anonymous My dream is to someday be a member of the White House 

press corps and begin every question, 'Riddle me this, Mr. 



65 Anonymous Never argue with an idiot. The best outcome you can hope for 

is that you won an argument with an idiot.

66 Anonymous One day your parents picked you up, sat you down, and never 

picked you up again.

67 Anonymous One Millihelen: The amount of beauty needed to launch one 

ship.

68 Anonymous Some people are like Slinkies... not really good for anything, but 

still bring a smile to your face when you push them down a flight 

of stairs.

69 Anonymous The world doesn't care if you're shy. If you hide, we won't come 

looking.

70 Anonymous There are three sides to every question: your side, his side, and 

to hell with it.

71 Anonymous They now have a 900 number for atheists. When you call, 

nobody answers and you get charged for the call.

72 Anonymous When the axe came into the woods, many of the trees said, "At 

least the handle is one of us."

73 Anonymous When things go wrong, don't go with them.

74 Aperture Science We do what we must because we can.

75 Apostolius, Michael In the country of the blind, the one-eyed are king.

76 Archimedes Give me a firm place to stand, and I will move the Earth!

77 Architect, The Matrix Reloaded Hope.  It is the quintessential human delusion, simultaneously 

the source of your greatest strength, and your greatest 

78 Aristotle Anybody can become angry; that is easy. But to be angry with 

the right person, and to the right degree, and at the right time, 

and for the right purpose, and in the right way -- that is not 

within everybody's power; that is not easy. 

79 Aristotle's Dictum One should always prefer the probable impossible to the 

improbable possible.

80 Arnold, Kevin, The Wonder Years Sex in the hands of public educators is not a pretty thing.

81 Asimov, Isaac So the universe is not quite as you thought it was. You’d better 

rearrange your beliefs, then. Because you certainly can’t 

rearrange the universe.

82 Asimov, Isaac The most exciting phrase to hear in science, the one that 

heralds new discoveries, is not 'Eureka!', but 'That's funny...'

83 Asimov, Isaac The true delight is in the finding out rather than in the knowing.

84 Asimov, Isaac There is no belief, however foolish, that will not gather its 

faithful adherents who will defend it to the death.

85 Asimov, Isaac, Foundation Violence is the last refuge of the incompetent.

86 Asimov, Isaac, The Roving Mind I believe in evidence. I believe in observation, measurement, 

and reasoning, confirmed by independent observers. I'll believe 

anything, no matter how wild and ridiculous, if there is evidence 

for it. The wilder and more ridiculous something is, however, 

the firmer and more solid the evidence will have to be.

87 Attenborough, David The correct scientific response to something that is not 

understood must always be to look harder for the explanation, 

not give up and assume a supernatural cause

88 Auden, W.H. Geniuses are the luckiest of mortals because what they must 

do is the same as what they most want to do.

89 Auden, W.H., First Things First Thousands have lived without love; not one without water.

90 Auden, W.H., Funeral Blues The stars are not wanted now, put out every one.  

Pack up the moon and dismantle the sun.  

Pour away the ocean and sweep up the wood.  

For nothing now can ever come to any good.

91 Auden, W.H., The Two The sky is darkening like a stain

Something is going to fall like rain

And it won't be flowers.

92 Augustine, Saint Give me chastity and continence, but not yet.

93 Aurelius, Marcus,  Meditations II, 14 Were you to live three thousand years or even thirty thousand, 

remember that the sole life which a man can lose is that which 

he is living at the moment; and furthermore, that he can have 

no other life except the one he loses.



94 Aurelius, Marcus,  Meditations VI, 19 Because a thing is difficult for you, do not therefore suppose it 

to be beyond mortal power.

95 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations ...it is not the world's opinions he should follow, but only those 

of men whose lives consistently accord with Nature.

96 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations ...malice, craftiness, and duplicity are concomitants of absolute 

power.

97 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations Accept modestly; surrender gracefully.

98 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations As a part, you inhere in the Whole.  You will vanish into that 

which gave you birth; or rather, you will be transmuted once 

more into the creative Reason of the universe.

99 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations If it is not the right thing to do, never do it; if it is not the truth, 

never say it.

100 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations If you are distressed by anything external, the pain is not due to 

the thing itself but to your own estimate of it; and this you have 

the power to revoke at any moment.

101 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations In moments of anger, let the thought always be present that 

loss of temper is no sign of manliness, but that there is more 

virility, as well as natural humanity, in one who shows himself 

gentle and peaceable.

102 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations In the life of a man, his time is but a moment, his being an 

incessant flux, his senses a dim rushlight, his body a prey of 

worms, his soul an unquiet eddy, his fortune dark and his fame 

doubtful.

103 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations In the management of your principles, take example by the 

pugilist, not the swordsman.  One puts down his blade and has 

to pick it up again; the other is never without his hand, and so 

needs only to clench it.

104 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations In the ways of Nature, there is no evil to be found.

105 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations In this life, one thing only is of precious worth: to live out one's 

days in truthfulness and fair dealing, and in charity even with 

the false and unjust.

106 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations Never value the advantages derived from anything involving 

breach of faith, loss of self-respect, hatred, suspicion, or 

execration of others, insincerity, or the desire for something 

which has to be veiled and curtained.

107 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations To be in process of change is not an evil, any more than to be 

the product of change is good.

108 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations To refrain from imitation is the best revenge.

109 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations Treat with respect the power you have to form an opinion.

110 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations Very little is needed to make a happy life.

111 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations Will anyone sneer at me? That will be his concern; mine will be 

to ensure that nothing I do or say shall deserve the sneer. 

112 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations II, 1 Begin each day by telling yourself: Today I shall be meeting 

with interference, ingratitude, insolence, disloyalty, ill-will and 

selfishness – all of them due to the offender's ignorance of what 

is good or evil.

113 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations III, 10 Remember that man lives only in the present, in this fleeting 

instant; all the rest of his life is either past and gone, or not yet 

revealed.

114 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations IV, 3 The whole universe is change, and life itself is but what you 

deem it.

115 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations VI, 39 Adapt yourself to the environment in which your lot has been 

cast, and show true love to the fellow-mortals with whom 

destiny has surrounded you.

116 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations VI, 56 Think of yourself as dead. You have lived your life. Now, take 

what's left and live it properly.

117 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations VII, 21 Soon you will have forgotten the world, and soon the world will 

have forgotten you.

118 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations VII, 58 He who fears death either fears to lose all sensation or fears 

new sensations.  In reality, you will either feel nothing at all, and 

therefore nothing evil, or else, if you can feel any sensations, 

you will be a new creature, and so will not have ceased to have 

119 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations VIII, 4 You may break your heart, but men will still go on as before.



120 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations VIII, 

59

Men exist for each other.  Then, either improve them or put up 

with them.

121 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations X, 16 Waste no more time arguing what a good man should be.  Be 

one.

122 Aurelius, Marcus, Meditations XII, 29 Know the joy of life by piling good deed on good deed until no 

rift or cranny appears between them.

123 B

124 Baelish, Petyr; Game of Thrones Chaos isn't a pit. Chaos is a ladder. The climb is all there is.

125 Balfour, Arthur, The Foundations of 

Belief

The energy of our system will decay, the glory of the sun will be 

dimmed, and the earth, tideless and inert, will no longer tolerate 

the race which has for a moment disturbed its solitude. Man will 

go down into the pit, and all his thoughts will perish.

126 Balzac, Honore de Equality may perhaps be a right, but no power on earth can 

ever turn it into a fact.

127 Banacek A truly wise man never plays leapfrog with a unicorn.

128 Bank Teller, Bed Three (Mr. Boffo) For that kind of money, I'm going to have to see some proof 

that the gun is loaded.

129 Banks, Iain M., Look to Windward Oh, they never lie. They dissemble, evade, prevaricate, 

confound, confuse, distract, obscure, subtly misrepresent and 

willfully misunderstand with what often appears to be a 

positively gleeful relish and are generally perfectly capable of 

contriving to give one an utterly unambiguous impression of 

their future course of action while in fact intending to do exactly 

the opposite, but they never lie. Perish the thought.

130 Barrie, J.M. I'm not young enough to know everything.

131 Barrie, J.M., Peter Pan To die will be an awfully big adventure. - Peter Pan

132 Barry, Dave I am not making this up.

133 Barry, Dave,  Dave Barry Does 

Japan

I hate to think that we'd be foolish enough to go to war with 

Japan, because there's always the terrible danger that we'd win 

134 Barry, Dave, Dave Barry Does Japan ...I think the Japanese find being different fascinating because 

it's the one thing, above all, that they're raised not to be.

135 Barry, Dave, Dave Barry Does Japan ...Kabuki is the silliest thing I have ever seen onstage, and I 

have seen a man juggle two rubber chickens and a birthday 

136 Barry, Dave, Dave Barry Does Japan Compared with the Japanese, the average American displays 

in communication all the subtlety of Harpo hitting Zeppo with a 

dead chicken.

137 Barry, Dave, Dave Barry Does Japan HOW TO USE CHOPSTICKS: Take one chopstick and place it 

between the base of your thumb and your hand, extending 

outward between your middle and ring fingers.  Grasp the other 

chopstick with the tips of your thumb and index finger.  Now, 

holding the two sticks parallel, raise them over your head and 

signal the waiter that you would like him to please bring you a 

138 Barry, Dave, Dave Barry Does Japan It would be easier to get the entire population of Tokyo to wear 

matching outfits than to get any two randomly selected 

Americans to agree on pizza toppings.

139 Barry, Dave, Dave Barry Does Japan The best way to learn Japanese is to be born as a Japanese 

baby, in Japan, raised by a Japanese family.

140 Barry, Dave, Dave Barry Does Japan The yakuza are about as clandestine as the National Football 

League.

141 Barry, Dave, Dave Barry Hits Below 

the Beltway

Even if the entire District of Columbia were transformed into a 

gigantic two-mile deep hole, taxpayers would be required to 

stand around the edge and throw money into the smoking 

142 Barry, Dave, Dave Barry Hits Below 

the Beltway

What the Founding Fathers were saying, basically, was: 'Why 

should we let people over in England saddle us with an 

unresponsive government and stupid laws?  We can create our 

own!'

143 Barry, Dave, Dave Barry in 

Cyberspace

Buying the right computer and getting it to work properly is no 

more complicated than building a nuclear reactor from 

wristwatch parts in a darkened room using only your teeth.

144 Bartokomous, Balkie, Perfect 

Strangers

What a wonderful day we've had! You have learned something, 

I have learned something. Too bad we didn't learn it sooner. 

We could have gone to the movies instead.

145 Bartokomous, Balkie, Perfect 

Strangers

When life gives you lemons, make furniture polish.



146 Beauvoir, Simone de If you live long enough, you'll see that every victory eventually 

turns into a defeat.

147 Beckett, Samuel Ever tried

Ever failed

No matter

Try again

Fail better.

148 Beethoven, Ludwig I want to seize fate by the throat.

149 Beetlejuice, Beetlejuice It's showtime!

150 Behan, Brendan Critics are like eunuchs in a harem. They're there every night, 

they see how it should be done every night, but they can't do it 

themselves.

151 Behan, Brendan I was court-marshaled in my absence, and sentenced to death 

in my absence, so I said they could shoot me in my absence! 

- The Hostage

152 Belenky, Jane I'd give up now, but I don't have the time.

153 Belushi, John I would like... to feed your fingertips... to the wolverines. 

- Saturday Night Live

154 Benchly, Robert A dog teaches a boy fidelity, perseverance, and to turn around 

three times before lying down.

155 Berlioz, Hector Time is a great teacher, but unfortunately it kills all its pupils.

156 Berne, Eric We are born princes, and the civilizing process makes us frogs.

157 Bernstein, Leonard To achieve great things, two things are needed: a plan and not 

quite enough time.

158 Beta Ray Bill If there is nothing but what we make in this world... Let us make 

good.

159 Bible, Ecclesiastes 1:4 One generation goes, and another generation comes; but the 

earth remains forever.

160 Bible, Exodus 3:14 I am that I am.

161 Bible, Hebrews 11:1 Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 

things not seen.

162 Bible, Luke 8:30 My name is Legion; for we are many.

163 Bible, Matthew 16:26 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the world and loses his 

own soul?

164 Bible, Revelation 6:8 And I saw, and behold, a pale horse; and he that sat upon him, 

his name was Death.

165 Bible, Song of Solomon 8:6 Love is strong as death; jealousy as cruel as the grave.

166 Bierce, Ambrose Abscond: To 'move' in a mysterious way, commonly with the 

property of another.

167 Bierce, Ambrose Death is not the end. There remains the litigation of the estate.

168 Bierce, Ambrose Future, n: That period of time in which our affairs prosper, our 

friends are true, and our happiness is assured.

169 Bierce, Ambrose Pray: To ask that the laws of the Universe be annulled on 

behalf of a single petitioner confessedly unworthy.

170 Bierce, Ambrose Vote, n. the instrument and symbol of a freeman's power to 

make a fool of himself and a wreck of his country.

171 Bierce, Ambrose You are not permitted to kill a woman who has injured you, but 

nothing forbids you to reflect that she is growing older every 

minute.

172 Black Sabbath Make a joke and I will sigh, and you will laugh and I will cry; 

Happiness I cannot feel, and love to me is so unreal...

173 Black, Lewis Reality...if you're like me you spend every waking moment 

trying to escape from it!

174 Black, Lewis, The White Album If it weren’t for my horse, I wouldn’t have spent that year in 

college.

175 Blount Jr, Roy, Alphabet Juice A convention has to be something that more than one person is 

moved to take hold of.  It's a convention to call your sweetheart 

"dumplin" or "honeybun."  It would also be a convention to call 

her "gulag," if she would stand for it, which she won't, and why 

would you want to be around someone who would?



176 Blount Jr, Roy, Alphabet Juice Any given generation gives the next generation advice that the 

given generation should have been given by the previous 

generation but now it's too late.

177 Blount Jr, Roy, Alphabet Juice English is an outrageous tangle of those derivations and other 

multifarious linguistic influences, from Yiddish to Shoshone, 

which has grown up around a gnarly core of chewy, clangorous 

yawps derived from ancestors who painted themselves blue to 

frighten their enemies.

178 Blount Jr, Roy, Alphabet Juice I do hope you realize that every time you use disinterested to 

mean uninterested, an angel dies....

179 Blount Jr, Roy, Alphabet Juice People don't necessarily want or need to be done unto as you 

would have them do unto you. They want to be done unto as 

they want to be done unto.

180 Blount Jr, Roy, Alphabet Juice That's American English for you: more roots than a mangrove 

swamp.

181 Blues Brothers We're on a mission from God.

182 Bly, Mary Dogs come when they're called; cats take a message and get 

back to you.

183 Boling's Postulate If you're feeling good, don't worry. You'll get over it.

184 Bombeck, Erma Never go to a doctor whose office plants are dead.

185 Borges, Jose Luis I am not sure that I exist, actually. I am all the writers that I have 

read, all the people that I have met, all the women that I have 

loved; all the cities that I have visited, all my ancestors.

186 Borkowski's Law You can't guard against the arbitrary.

187 Bowen, Elizabeth Absence blots people out. We really have no absent friends.

188 Bradbury, Ray If God had meant us to have group sex, I guess he'd have 

given us all more organs.

189 Brahe, Tycho Let me not seem to have lived in vain.

190 Brecht, Bertolt People remain what they are, even when their faces fall to 

pieces.

191 Brilliant, Ashleigh One thing about pain: it proves you're alive.

192 Brintnall's Second Law If you are given two contradictory orders, obey them both.

193 Bronte, Emily No other Sun has lightened up my heaven;

No other Star has ever shone for me;

All my life's bliss from thy dear life was given

All my life's bliss is in the grave with thee.

194 Brooks, Mel Tragedy is when I cut my finger. Comedy is when you fall down 

an open manhole and die.

195 Brown, Heywood Appeasers believe that if you keep on throwing steaks at a 

tiger, the tiger will turn vegetarian.

196 Brown, Heywood Nobody talks so constantly about God as those who insist that 

there is no God.

197 Brown, Larry After a year of therapy, my psychologist said to me, 'Maybe life 

isn't for everyone.'

198 Brown, Rita Mae Divorce is the one human tragedy that reduces everything to 

cash.

199 Brown, Rita Mae If the world were a logical place, men would ride sidesaddle.

200 Brown, Rita Mae Lead me not into temptation; I can find the way there myself.

201 Bruce, Lenny Every day people are straying away from the church and going 

back to God.

202 Bryson, Bill, A Short History of 

Nearly Everything

If I were told that I had to spend decades being a furry growth 

on a rock in the woods, I believe I would lose the will to go on. 

Lichens don't. Like virtually all living things, they will suffer any 

hardship, endure any insult, for a moment's additional 

existence. Life, in short, just wants to be. But – and here's an 

interesting point – for the most part it doesn't want to be much.

203 Bryson, Bill, A Short History of 

Nearly Everything

In France, a chemist named Pilatre de Rozier tested the 

flammability of hydrogen by gulping a mouthful and blowing 

across an open flame, proving at a stroke that hydrogen is 

indeed explosively combustible and that eyebrows are not 

necessarily a permanent feature of one's face.



204 Bryson, Bill, A Short History of 

Nearly Everything

It is a curious feature of our existence that we come from a 

planet that is very good at promoting life but even better at 

extinguishing it.

205 Bryson, Bill, A Short History of 

Nearly Everything

It is a slightly arresting notion that if you were to pick yourself 

apart with tweezers, one atom at a time, you would produce a 

mound of fine atomic dust, none of which had ever been alive 

but all of which had once been you.

206 Bryson, Bill, A Short History of 

Nearly Everything

We live on a planet that has a more or less infinite capacity to 

surprise. What reasoning person could possibly want it any 

other way?

207 Bryson, Bill, A Short History of 

Nearly Everything

We may be all there is. It's an unnerving thought that we may 

be the living universe's supreme achievement and its worst 

nightmare simultaneously.

208 Buchanan, James I like the noise of democracy.

209 Buckaroo Banzai, The Adventures of 

Buckaroo Banzai Across the 8
th 

Dimension

No matter where you go, there you are.

210 Bucy's Law Nothing is ever accomplished by a reasonable man.

211 Bukovsky, Vladimir The pessimist is the man who believes things couldn't get 

worse, to which the optimist replies, 'Oh yes they could.'

212 Bukowski, Charles Some people never go crazy. What truly horrible lives they 

must lead.

213 Bumper Sticker No left turn unstoned.

214 Burgess, Anthony Bathe twice a day to be really clean, once a day to be passably 

clean, and once a week to avoid being a public nuisance.

215 Burnett, Carol Comedy is tragedy plus time.

216 Burnett, Frances Hodgson At first people refuse to believe that a strange new thing can be 

done, then they begin to hope it can be done, then they see it 

can be done - then it is done, and all the world wonders why it 

was not done centuries ago.

217 Burns, George Happiness is having a large, loving, caring, close-knit family in 

another city.

218 Burns, George Too bad all the people who know how to run the country are 

busy driving cabs and cutting hair.

219 Burroughs, Augusten I myself am made entirely of flaws, stitched together with good 

intentions.

220 Butcher, Jim, Dead Beat Knowledge counters fear. It always has.

- Harry Dresden

221 Butcher, Jim, Ghost Story Death in only frightening from the near side.

- Harry Dresden

222 Butcher, Jim, Ghost Story Death should be a learning experience, after all, or what's the 

point?

- Leanansidhe

223 Butcher, Jim, Ghost Story Destroying things is easy. Hell, all you really have to do to 

destroy something is wait. Creation, now. That's  hard.

- Bob

224 Butcher, Jim, Ghost Story Do you know what a monster is, young shade? Power. Power 

and choice. Monsters make choices. Monsters shape the world. 

Monsters force us to become stronger, smarter, better. They sift 

the weak from the strong and provide a forge for the steeling of 

souls. Even as we curse monsters, we admire them. Seek to 

become them, in some ways. There are far, far worse things to 

be than a monster.

- Inez, the Ghost of Graceland Cemetery

225 Butcher, Jim, Ghost Story There is no spoon. I am completely spoonless over here."

- Harry Dresden

226 Butcher, Jim, Ghost Story Wrong is wrong, even when you really, really want it not to be.

- Harry Dresden

227 Butcher, Jim, Grave Peril There should be some kind of rule against needing to kill 

anything more than once. - Harry Dresden



228 Butcher, Jim, Summer Knight As I pulled into the parking lot, I reflected that odds were that 

not a lot of clandestine meetings involving mystical 

assassination, theft of arcane power, and the war between the 

realms of the supernatural had taken place in a Wal-Mart Super 

Center. But then again, maybe they had. Hell, for all I knew, the 

Mole Men used the changing rooms as a place to discuss plans 

for world domination with the Psychic Jellyfish from Planet X 

and the Disembodied Brains-in-a-Jar from the Klaatu Nebula. I 

know I wouldn't have looked for them there.

- Harry Dresden

229 Butcher, Jim, Summer Knight I was scared. Not in that half-pleasant adrenaline-charged way, 

but quietly scared. Wait-on-the-results-of-medical-tests scared. 

It's a rational sort of fear that puts a lawn chair down in the front 

of your thoughts and brings a cooler of drinks along with it. - 

Harry Dresden

230 Butcher, Jim, Summer Knight The only people who never hurt are dead. 

- Harry Dresden

231 Butcher, Jim, Turn Coat Sometimes irony is a lot like a big old kick in the balls.

- Harry Dresden

232 Butler, Peter People who stare each other in the eyes for sixty seconds will 

soon either be fighting or making love.

233 Butler, Samuel An apology for the Devil – it must be remembered that we have 

heard only one side of the case. God has written all the books.

234 Butler, Samuel God cannot alter the past, but historians can.

235 Butler, Samuel Life is like playing a violin solo in public and learning the 

instrument as one goes on.

236 Butler, Samuel The want of money is the root of all evil.

237 Byron, George Gordon, Incantation There are shades which will not vanish, There are thoughts 

thou canst not banish....

238 Byron, George Gordon, Manfred My dwelling is the shadow of the night, Why doth thy magic 

torture me with light?

239 C

240 C.K., Louis The only time you should look in your neighbor's bowl is to 

make sure that they have enough. You don't look in your 

neighbor's bowl to see if you have as much as them

241 Cabell, James Branch The optimist proclaims that we live in the best of all possible 

worlds; and the pessimist fears this is true.

242 Camus, Albert, Return to Tipasa In the depths of winter, I finally learned that within me there lay 

an invincible summer.

243 Carlin, George A children's museum sounds like a great idea, but I would 

imagine it's not easy to breathe inside those little glass cases.

244 Carlin, George In the unlikely event of sudden loss of cabin pressure... ROOF 

FLIES OFF!

245 Carlin, George Love yourself, love your neighbor, love your God, because 

we're all basically the same person. We just don't have the 

246 Carlin, George There's no present. There's only the immediate future and the 

recent past.

247 Carlyle, Thomas He that has a secret should not only hide it, but hide that he has 

it to hide.

248 Carrington, Alexis, Dynasty You are obviously suffering from delusions of adequacy.

249 Carroll, Lewis For the Snark was a boojum, you see....

250 Carroll, Lewis, Jabberwocky Beware the Jabberwock, my son!  

The jaws that bite, the claws that catch!  

Beware the Jubjub Bird, and shun 

the frumious Bandersnatch!

251 Carson, Johnny New York is an exciting town where something is happening all 

the time, most of it unsolved.

252 Cassius In great attempts, it is glorious even to fail.

253 Chandler, Raymond, Farewell, My 

Lovely

He looked as inconspicuous as a tarantula on a slice of angel 

food. - Philip Marlowe

254 Chaplin, Charles Life is a tragedy when seen in close-up, but a comedy in long-

shot.

255 Chaplin, Charles Nothing in this wicked world is permanent, not even our 

troubles.



256 Chef, South Park Well, look at it this way: if you want to make a baby cry, first you 

give it a lollipop. Then you take it away. If you never give it a 

lollipop to begin with, then you would have nothin' to cry about. 

That's like God, who gives us life and love and help just so that 

he can tear it all away and make us cry, so he can drink the 

sweet milk of our tears. You see, it's our tears, Stan, that give 

God his great power.

257 Chesterton, G.K. Children are innocent and love justice, while most adults are 

wicked and prefer mercy.

258 Chesterton, G.K. The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting. It has 

been found difficult and left untried.

259 Chesterton, G.K., The Man Who was 

Thursday

Blessed be those who did not see

But, being blind, believed.

260 Chesterton, G.K., The Man Who was 

Thursday

Thieves respect property.  They merely wish the property to 

become their property that they may more perfectly respect it.

261 Christie, Agatha Every murderer is probably somebody's old friend.

262 Churchill, Sir Winston A fanatic is someone who can't change his mind and won't 

change the subject.

263 Churchill, Sir Winston I am prepared to meet my maker. Whether my Maker is 

prepared for the great ordeal of meeting me is another matter.

264 Churchill, Sir Winston Men occasionally stumble over the truth, but most of them pick 

themselves up and hurry off as if nothing had happened.

265 Churchill, Winston To improve is to change; to be perfect is to change often.

266 Ciardi, John The Constitution gives every American the inalienable right to 

make a damn fool of himself.

267 Cigarette Smoking Man, X-Files Life is like a box of chocolates. A cheap, thoughtless, 

perfunctory gift that nobody ever asks for. Unreturnable 

because all you get back is another box of chocolates. So 

you're stuck with this undefinable whipped mint crap that you 

mindlessly wolf down when there's nothing else left to eat. 

Sure, once in a while there's a Peanut Butter Cup or an English 

Toffee. But they're gone too fast and the taste is... fleeting. So 

you end up with nothing but broken bits filled with hardened jelly 

and teeth-shattering nuts. And if you're desperate enough to eat 

those, all you got left is an empty box... filled with useless 

268 Clarke, Arthur C. Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from 

magic.

269 Cleveland, Grover The United States is not a nation to which peace is a necessity.

270 Cohen, Leonard, The Future I've seen the future, brother; it is murder.

271 Colbert, Stephen Atheism: the religion devoted to the worship of one's own smug 

sense of superiority.

272 Colbert, Stephen I believe democracy is our greatest export. At least until China 

figures out a way to stamp it out of plastic for three cents a unit.

273 Colbert, Stephen I believe the government that governs best is the government 

that governs least. And by these standards, we have set up a 

fabulous government in Iraq.

274 Colbert, Stephen I hate you! I hate who you are and what you do and how you 

sound and what you say! You're like a cancer on my life! God!

275 Colbert, Stephen I've always been a big fan of beauty. Sure, you can't judge a 

book by its cover but who wants to have sex with a book?

276 Colbert, Stephen You're either gay or you fight it.

277 Colby, Frank Moore Many people lose their tempers merely from seeing you keep 

yours.

278 Cole's Law Thinly sliced cabbage.

279 Collider, Rise & Shine I want to be what you are to me; I want to rise and shine....

280 Colonel, Akira Arrest all the executive committee members! Men, we're going 

to the Olympics!

281 Comeau, Joey, A Softer World Having all the answers means you've been asking boring 

questions.

282 Commoner's Second Law of Ecology Nothing ever goes away.

283 Conan, Conan the Barbarian Crush your enemies, see them driven before you, and hear the 

lamentation of their women!



284 Concrete Blonde, The Beast Love is the ghost

Haunting your head

Love is the killer

You thought was your friend....

285 Conrad, Joseph The belief in a supernatural source of evil is not necessary; 

men alone are capable of every wickedness.

286 Control Voice, The Outer Limits Out of every disaster, a little progress is made.

287 Coolidge, Rita Too often, the opportunity knocks, but by the time you push 

back the chain, push back the bolt, unhook the two locks and 

shut off the burglar alarm, it's too late.

288 Cosby, Bill A word to the wise ain't necessary - it's the stupid ones who 

need the advice.

289 Costanza, George; Seinfeld It's not a lie if you believe it.

290 Country Song How can I miss you if you don't go away?

291 Covenant, Thomas, The Wounded 

Land

How do you hurt a man who's lost everything? Give him back 

something broken.

292 Cozzens, James Gould A cynic is just a man who found out when he was about ten that 

there isn't any Santa Claus, and he's still upset.

293 Crisp, Quentin You should treat all disasters as if they were trivial, but never 

treat a triviality as if it were a disaster.

294 Cromwell, Oliver Do not trust to the cheering, for those very persons would shout 

as much if you and I were going to be hanged.

295 Cromwell, Oliver I beseech you, in the bowels of Christ, think it possible you may 

be mistaken.

296 Cronkite, Walter And that's the way it is.

297 cummings, e.e. listen: there's a hell of a universe next door; let's go.

298 Curtis, Drew, It's Not News, it's 

FARK

In general, politicians love a good distraction more than 

anything else. It takes everyone's minds off real problems.

299 Curtis, Drew, It's Not News, it's 

FARK

No one wants to read a news article entitled 'Things Are Not All 

That Bad.'

300 Curtis, Drew, It's Not News, it's 

FARK

The real answer to Has The Media Gone Too Far? is yes, it 

goddamn very well has.

301 Curtis, Drew, It's Not News, it's 

FARK

Today no one remembers that on 9/10/2001 no one gave a 

crap about terrorism.

302 Curtis, Drew, It's Not News, it's 

FARK

You can be a news leader or a crap peddler, but not both.

303 Cyborg, Teen Titans (TV) Don't do anything, don't touch anything.  Sci-fi rule number one: 

you start messing with the past you end up with monkeys ruling 

the future.

304 D

305 Dark Helmet, Spaceballs Evil will always triumph because Good is dumb.

306 Dark Helmet, Spaceballs I see your Schwartz is as big as mine. Now let's see how you 

handle it.

307 Darrow, Clarence When I was a boy, I was told that anybody could become 

President; I'm beginning to believe it.

308 Davis, Miles I'll play it first and tell you what it is later.

309 Dawkins, Richard I am against religion because it teaches us to be satisfied with 

not understanding the world.

310 Day, Lillian A lady is someone who never shows her underwear 

unintentionally.

311 Dead Poet's Society Seize the day!

312 Debs, Eugene The most heroic word in all languages is REVOLUTION.

313 DeGaulle, Charles How can anyone govern a nation that has two hundred and 

forty kinds of cheese?

314 DeLoria Jr., Vine When asked by an anthropologist what the Indians called 

America before the white man came, an Indian said simply, 

315 Demon, Millennium These humans - they spend eight hours a day somewhere they 

don't want to be, doing something they don't want to do, all in 

the name of making a living. Nothing in Hell compares to this.

316 Descartes, René It is not enough to have a good mind; the main thing is to use it 

well.



317 DeVries, Peter The Universe is like a safe to which there is a combination. But 

the combination is locked up inside the safe.

318 Dick, Philip K. Reality is that which, when you stop believing in it, doesn't go 

away.

319 Dickens, Charles,  A Tale of Two 

Cities

It is a far, far better thing I do than I have ever done before. It is 

a far better resting place I go to than I have ever known.

320 Dickens, Charles, Our Mutual Friend, 

volume 1

He'd be sharper than a serpent's tooth, if he wasn't as dull as 

ditch water.

- Miss Wren

321 Diderot, Denis I have only a small flickering light to guide me in the darkness 

of a thick forest. Up comes a theologian and blows it out.

322 Dietrich, Marlene If there's a Supreme Being, He's crazy....

323 Doctor, The The secret of survival is: Always expect the unexpected.

324 Doctor, The (12th) Sometimes the only choices are bad ones. But you still have to 

choose.

325 Doctor, The (9th) Lots of planets have a north!

326 Dorn, Edward We need help, the Poet reckoned.

327 Douglas, Jack Never trust a naked bus driver

328 Douglass, Frederick If there is no struggle there is no progress.

329 Douglass, Frederick Power concedes nothing without a demand. It never did and it 

never will....

330 Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan When you have eliminated the impossible, whatever remains, 

however improbable, must be true.

331 Drachman, Lovelle Blessed are the curious for they shall have adventures.

332 Drebin, Frank You take a chance getting up in the morning, crossing the 

street, or sticking your face in a fan.

333 Dryden, John Beware the fury of a patient man.

334 Dumas, Alexandre If God were suddenly condemned to live the life which He has 

inflicted upon men, He would kill Himself.

335 Dunne, Finley Peter Trust everybody, but cut the cards.

336 Dykstra's Law Everybody is somebody else's weirdo

337 E

338 Einstein, Albert My religion consists of a humble admiration of the illimitable 

superior spirit who reveals himself in the slight details we are 

able to perceive with our frail and feeble minds.

339 Einstein, Albert Never do anything against conscience even if the state 

demands it.

340 Einstein, Albert Once you accept the universe as matter expanding into nothing 

that is something, wearing stripes with plaid comes easy.

341 Einstein, Albert Only two things are infinite, the universe and stupidity, and I'm 

not sure about the former.

342 Einstein, Albert Science without religion is lame; religion without science is 

blind.

343 Einstein, Albert Subtle is the Lord, but malicious He is not.

344 Einstein, Albert The hardest thing in the world to understand is income tax.

345 Einstein, Albert There are two ways to live: you can live as if nothing is a 

miracle, or you can live as if everything is a miracle.

346 Einstein, Albert When you sit with a nice girl for two hours, you think it's only a 

minute. When you sit on a hot stove for a minute, you think it's 

two hours. That's relativity.

347 Eisenhower, Dwight History does not long entrust the care of freedom to the weak or 

the timid.

348 Eisenhower, Dwight Only Americans can hurt America.

349 Eisenhower, Dwight We are going to have peace even if we have to fight for it.

350 Eliot, George It is never too late to be what you might have been.



351 Eliot, T.S. [Television] is a medium of entertainment which permits millions 

of people to listen to the same joke at the same time, and yet 

remain lonesome.

352 Eliot, T.S. The last temptation is the greatest treason; 

To do the right thing for the wrong reason.

353 Eliot, T.S., The Hollow Men Between the conception and the creation; 

Between the emotion and the response; 

Falls the Shadow.

354 Eliot, T.S., The Hollow Men This is the way the world ends.  

This is the way the world ends.  

This is the way the world ends.  

Not with a bang but a whimper.

355 Ellis, Warren  At least half of all writing involves just sitting and staring into 

space.  Letting your brain out to hunt down ideas, bringing them 

back all warm and bloody between its teeth.

356 Ellis, Warren, Crooked Little Vein Columbus, Ohio. It was somewhere from TV weather maps. It 

made Cleveland sound decadent.

357 Ellis, Warren, Crooked Little Vein I have four children. Had  four children. Funny thing. I always 

thought it was a joke, about liking children but not being able to 

eat a whole one. But it's quite true."

- The Serial Killer

358 Ellis, Warren, Crooked Little Vein It was one of those unusual moments where I couldn't think of a 

swearword bad enough.

359 Ellis, Warren, Crooked Little Vein You don't get to keep the parts of the country you like, ignore 

the rest, and call what you've got America.

- Mike McGill

360 Ellis, Warren, Transmetropolitan Did you ever want to set someone's head on fire, just to see 

what it looked like? Did you ever stand in the street and think to 

yourself, I could make a nun go blind just by giving her a kiss? 

Did you ever lay out plans for stitching babies and stray cats 

into a perfect New Human? Did you ever stand naked 

surrounded by people who want your gleaming sperm, squirting 

frankincense, soma and testosterone from every pore? If so, 

then you're the bastard who stole my drugs Friday night. And I'll 

find you. Oh, yes.

361 Ellis, Warren, Transmetropolitan If you loved me, you'd all kill yourselves today.

- Spider Jerusalem

362 Ellis, Warren, Transmetropolitan It's people that kill every revolution.

- Spider Jerusalem

363 Ellis, Warren, Transmetropolitan I've only begun  fucking with you people. - Spider Jerusalem

364 Ellis, Warren, Transmetropolitan Journalism is just a gun. It's only got one bullet in it, but if you 

aim it right, that's all you need. Aim it right, and you can blow 

the kneecap off the world.

- Spider Jerusalem

365 Ellis, Warren, Transmetropolitan My job is to keep the majority of people in this country alive. 

That's it. If fifty-one percent eat a meal tomorrow and forty-nine 

percent don't, I've done my job. That is the absolute fucking 

limit of what can be done.

- The President

366 Ellis, Warren, Transmetropolitan One day I'm going to drop a bomb on this city. A contraceptive 

bomb.

- Spider Jerusalem

367 Ellis, Warren, Transmetropolitan Remember: a paranoid is simply someone in possession of all 

the facts.

- Spider Jerusalem

368 Ellis, Warren, Transmetropolitan These are the new streets of this city. Where the New Scum try 

to live. You and me. And here in these streets are the things 

that we want: sex and birth, votes and traits, money and guilt. 

Television and teddy bears. But all we've actually got is each 

other. You decide what that means.

- Spider Jerusalem

369 Ellis, Warren, Transmetropolitan When history looks down its weird evolved vestigial stump of a 

nose at us, it'll have a lot of shitty things to say.

- Spider Jerusalem

370 Ellis, Warren, Transmetropolitan You ought to be peeled, salted, driven through the streets by 

mental patients with spiked planks, and then used as a toilet 

and jizz-catcher by baboons in heat. At best.

- Spider Jerusalem



371 Ellison, Harlan It's not enough merely to worship a god. You've got to know 

which one's in charge. And Heaven help you if you mess 

around on the wrong turf.

372 Ely's Law Wear the right costume and the part plays itself.

373 Emerald Empress, Legion of Super-

Heroes

A lifetime is only as long as a life... lasts.

374 Emerson, Ralph Waldo By necessity, by proclivity, and by delight, we all quote.

375 Emerson, Ralph Waldo Sometimes a scream is better than a thesis.

376 Emerson, Ralph Waldo When it is dark enough, you can see the stars.

377 Epicurus Do not spoil what you have by desiring what you have not. 

Remember that what you now have was once among the things 

you only hoped for.

378 Ertz, Susan Millions long for immortality who don't know what to do with 

themselves on a rainy Sunday afternoon.

379 Euripides Let a man accept his destiny,

No pity and no tears.

380 Ewing, J.R., Dallas If I had time to clean up the mess, I'd shoot you.

381 F

382 Fahnestock's Rule for Failure If at first you don't succeed, destroy all evidence that shows you 

tried.

383 Faulkner, William An artist is a creature driven by demons. He doesn't know why 

they chose him and he's usually too busy to wonder why.

384 Feiffer, Jules Artists can color the sky red because they know it's blue. Those 

of us who aren't artists must color things the way they really are 

or people will think we're stupid.

385 Feiffer, Jules Christ died for our sins. Dare we make his martyrdom 

meaningless by not committing them?

386 Feirstein, Bruce Never settle with words what you can accomplish with a 

flamethrower.

387 Ferguson's Precept A crisis is when you can't say, "Let's forget the whole thing."

388 Feynman, Richard I don't know anything, but I do know that everything is 

interesting if you go into it deeply enough.

389 Feynman, Richard Science is the belief in the ignorance of experts.

390 Feynman, Richard The first principle is that you must not fool yourself - and you 

are the easiest person to fool.

391 Feynman, Richard We absolutely must leave room for doubt or there is no 

progress and there is no learning.

392 Feynman, Richard, Surely You're 

Joking, Mister Feynman!

Ordinary fools are all right; you can talk to them, and try to help 

them out. But pompous fools – guys who are fools and are 

covering it all over and impressing people as to how wonderful 

they are with all this hocus pocus – THAT, I CANNOT STAND!

393 Feynman, Richard, Surely You're 

Joking, Mister Feynman!

The trouble with computers is that you play  with them.

394 Feynman, Richard, Surely You're 

Joking, Mister Feynman!

You have no responsibility to live up to what other people think 

you ought to accomplish. I have no responsibility to be like they 

expect me to be. It's their mistake, not my failing.

395 Fields, W.C. And remember dearie, never give a sucker an even break.

396 Fields, W.C. It ain't what they call you - it's what you answer to.

397 Finley, Karen That's one reason there's so much drug abuse: people are not 

shown other ways to alter their consciousness. All we have is 

the mall and the video rental shop; that's our cultural 

experience, our museums.

398 First Law of Living As soon as you're doing what you wanted to be doing, you want 

to be doing something else.

399 First Law of Socio-Genetics Celibacy is not hereditary.

400 Fitzgerald, F. Scott In a real dark night of the soul it is always three o'clock in the 

morning.

401 Fitzgerald, F. Scott Show me a hero and I will write you a tragedy.

402 Fletcher, Irwin, Fletch You know, if you shoot me, you'll lose a lot of those 

humanitarian awards.



403 Florence, Chess Never be the first to believe; never be the last to deceive – 

Nobody's Side

404 Flugg's Law When you need to knock on wood is when you realize the 

world's composed of aluminum and vinyl.

405 Ford, Henry The question 'Who ought to be boss?' is like asking 'Who ought 

to be the tenor in the quartet?' Obviously, the man who can sing 

tenor.

406 Forster, E.M. If I had to choose between betraying my country and betraying 

my friend, I should hope I should have the guts to betray my 

407 Fowles, John Men love war because it allows them to look serious. Because 

it is the one thing that stops women laughing at them.

408 Francois, Duc de la Rochefoucauld Perfect courage would be to do without witnesses what one 

would be capable of doing with the whole world looking on.

409 Francois, Duc de la Rochefoucauld True love is like ghosts, which everybody talks about, and few 

have seen.

410 Franklin, Benjamin Some people die at 25 and aren't buried until 75.

411 Freire, Paulo Washing one's hands of the conflict between the powerful and 

the powerless means to side with the powerful, not to be 

412 French, Percy The sons of the Prophet were brave men and bold, 

And quite unaccustomed to fear.  

But the greatest by far in the ranks of the Shah, 

Was Abdul the Bulbul Amir.

413 Freud, Sigmund Sometimes a cigar is just a cigar.

414 Frost, Robert Forgive me my nonsense as I also forgive the nonsense of 

those who think they can talk sense.

415 Frost, Robert Home is the place where, when you have to go there, they have 

to take you in.

416 Frost, Robert Two roads diverged in a wood, and I - 

I took the road less traveled by.  

And that has made all the difference.

417 Frost, Robert We dance around in a ring and suppose; 

But the Secret sits in the middle and knows.

418 Fry, Stephen If ignorance is bliss, why aren't there more happy people in the 

world?

419 Fuller, Margaret If you have knowledge, let others light their candle in it.

420 G

421 Gaiman, Neil Sometimes I suspect that we build our traps ourselves, then we 

back into them, pretending amazement the while.

- Daniel-Dream

422 Gaiman, Neil, American Gods Gods are great.  But the heart is greater.  For it is from our 

hearts they come. and to our hearts they shall return.

- Atsula

423 Gaiman, Neil, American Gods One day every soldier in the empire has to shower in the blood 

of your sacrificial bull.  The next they don't even remember your 

birthday – Mr. Ibis

424 Gaiman, Neil, American Gods There's never been a true war that wasn't fought between two 

sets of people who were certain they were in the right.

- Wednesday

425 Gaiman, Neil, American Gods This is the only country in the world that worries about what it is 

– Wednesday

426 Gaiman, Neil, Good Omens You can't second-guess ineffability, I always say. - Aziraphale

427 Gaiman, Neil, Stardust Anyone who believes what a cat tells him deserves all he gets.

428 Gaiman, Neil, The Graveyard Book If you dare nothing, then when the day is over, nothing is all you 

will have gained.

429 Gaiman, Neil, The Graveyard Book You're always you, and that don't change, and you're always 

changing, and there's nothing you can do about it.

- Mother Slaughter

430 Galilei, Galileo I do not feel obliged to believe that the same God who has 

endowed us with senses, reason and intellect has intended us 

to forgo their use.

431 Galilei, Galileo The Bible tells you how to go to heaven, not how the heavens 

go.

432 Garfield, James The truth will set you free, but first it will make you miserable.



433 Garrick, David To make you laugh, I must play tragedy.

434 Gattuso's Extension of Murphy's Law Nothing is ever so bad that it can't get worse.

435 Geise's Law The vast majority of all of the outrageous things that happen to 

people happen to a very small minority of people.

436 General Law The chaos in the universe always increases.

437 George V, King My father was frightened of his father, I was frightened of my 

father, and I am damned well going to see to it that my children 

are frightened of me.

438 Gephart, John Blood is thicker than water, but it isn't as refreshing after a 

tough basketball practice.

439 Getty, J. Paul The meek shall inherit the earth, but not the mineral rights.

440 Gibran, Kalil They deem me mad because I will not sell my days for gold; 

and I deem them mad because they think my days have a 

441 Gibran, Kalil, The Prophet Only when you drink from the river of silence 

shall you indeed sing; 

And when you have reached the mountain top, 

then you shall begin to climb; 

And when the earth shall claim your limbs, 

then you shall truly dance.

442 Gide, Andre One does not discover new lands without consenting to lose 

sight of the shore for a very long time.

443 Gilgamesh He who was my companion through adventure and hardship is 

gone forever.

444 Ginsberg, Alan I saw the best minds of my generation destroyed by madness, 

starving, hysterical, naked....

445 Giraudoux, Jean Only the mediocre are always at their best.

446 GlaDOS – Portal The only thing you've managed to break so far is my heart.

447 GlaDOS – Portal 2 Keep in mind that – like Albert Einstein and his cousin Terry – 

history will only remember one of you. 

448 GlaDOS – Portal 2 Okay, look. We both said a lot of things that you are going to 

regret. But I think we can put our differences behind us. For 

science... you monster. 

449 Glasgow, Ellen All change is not growth; all movement is not forward.

450 Gracian, Baltazar Never contend with a man who has nothing to lose.

451 Graffiti It doesn't matter who you vote for, the government always gets 

in. - London

452 Graffiti Liberte! Fraternite! Sexualite! - Paris metro

453 Grant, Ulysses S. Every human being, of whatever origin, of whatever station, 

deserves respect. We must each respect others even as we 

respect ourselves.

454 Grant, Ulysses S. I have never advocated war except as a means of peace.

455 Greely, Horace Is not Life miserable enough, comes not Death soon enough, 

without resort to the hideous enginery of War?

456 Green, Simon R., Shadows Fall I think I'd like to go home now, please. I'm not feeling very real. - 

Robbie Rabbit

457 Greer's Third Law A computer program does what you tell it to do, not what you 

want it to do.

458 Gregory, Dick I never believed in Santa Claus because I knew no white dude 

would come into my neighborhood after dark.

459 Griffin, Peter, Family Guy Look Lois, the two symbols of the Republican Party: an 

elephant, and a fat white guy who is threatened by change.

460 Groening, Matt, Futurama When you do things right, people won’t be sure you’ve done 

anything at all.

461 Guthrie, Woody Any fool can make something complicated. It takes a genius to 

make it simple.

462 H

463 Hagarty, James One day I sat thinking, almost in despair; a hand fell on my 

shoulder and a voice said reassuringly, 'Cheer up, things could 

be worse!' So I cheered up and, sure enough, things got worse.



464 Hahn, Kurt There are three ways of trying to win the young. There is 

persuasion. There is compulsion and there is attraction. You 

can preach at them; that is a hook without a worm. You can say 

"you must volunteer." That is the devil. And you can tell them, 

"you are needed." That hardly ever fails.

465 Hahn, Kurt There is more in you than you think.

466 Haig, Gen. Alexander That's not a lie, it's a terminological inexactitude.

467 Haldane's Law The universe is not only queerer than we imagine, it's queerer 

than we can imagine.

468 Handey, Jack I can picture in my mind a world without war, a world without 

hate. And I can picture us attacking that world, because they'd 

never expect it.

469 Handey, Jack If a kid asks where rain comes from, I think a cute thing to tell 

him is 'God is crying.' And if he asks why God is crying, another 

cute thing to tell him is 'Probably because of something you 

470 Handey, Jack It's a shame that a family should be torn apart by something as 

simple as wild dogs.

471 Hane's Law There is no limit to how bad things can get.

472 Harris, Sidney J. When I hear somebody sigh that 'Life is hard,' I am always 

tempted to ask, 'Compared to what?'

473 Harrison, Benjamin We Americans have no commission from God to police the 

world.

474 Hartley's Second Law Never sleep with anyone crazier than yourself.

475 Hawkins, Anthony Hope Boys will be boys. And even that wouldn't matter if only we 

could prevent girls from being girls.

476 Hazlitt, William The least pain in our little finger gives us more concern and 

uneasiness than the destruction of millions of our fellow beings.

477 Heaney, Seamus ...once in a lifetime

the longed-for tidal wave

of justice can rise up

and hope and history rhyme.

478 Hecht's Fourth Law There's no time like the present for postponing what you don't 

want to do.

479 Hedberg, Mitch You know, I'm sick of following my dreams, man. I'm just going 

to ask where they're going and hook up with 'em later.

480 Heine, Heinrich Ordinarily he was insane, but he had lucid moments when he 

was merely stupid.

481 Heinlein, Robert A human being should be able to change a diaper, plan an 

invasion, butcher a hog, conn a ship, design a building, write a 

sonnet, balance accounts, build a wall, set a bone, comfort the 

dying, take orders, give orders, cooperate, act alone, solve 

equations, analyze a new problem, pitch manure, program a 

computer, cook a tasty meal, fight efficiently, die gallantly. 

Specialization is for insects.

482 Heinlein, Robert Being generous is inborn; being altruistic is a learned 

perversity.

483 Heinlein, Robert Do not handicap your children by making their lives easy.

484 Heinlein, Robert Man is not a rational animal; he is a rationalizing animal.

485 Heinlein, Robert Never appeal to a man's better nature. He may not have one. 

Invoking his self-interest gives you more leverage.

486 Heinlein, Robert Never frighten a little man. He'll kill you.

487 Heinlein, Robert Never underestimate the power of human stupidity.

488 Heinlein, Robert One man's theology is another man's belly laugh.

489 Heinlein, Robert Sex should be friendly. Otherwise stick to mechanical toys; it's 

more sanitary.

490 Heinlein, Robert You cannot conquer a free man. The most you can do is kill 

him.

491 Heinlein, Robert, Methuselah's 

Children

Age is not an accomplishment, and youth is not a sin.

492 Heinlein, Robert, Starship Troopers “My mother says that violence never settles anything.”

“So? I'm sure the city fathers of Carthage would be glad to 

know that.”

- Student to Mr. Dubois



493 Heinlein, Robert, Starship Troopers Cast me into a dungeon, burn me at the stake, crown me king 

of kings, I can “pursue happiness” as long as my brain lives – 

but neither gods nor saints, wise men nor subtle drugs, can 

insure that I will catch it.

- Mr. Dubois

494 Heinlein, Robert, Starship Troopers There are no dangerous weapons; there are only dangerous 

men.

495 Heinlein, Robert, The Puppet 

Masters

The ratio of damn fools to villains is damn high.

496 Heinlein, Robert, Time Enough for 

Love

History does not record anywhere a religion that has any 

rational basis. Religion is a crutch for people not strong enough 

to stand up to the unknown without help.

- Lazarus Long

497 Helveticus, Claude-Adrien To limit the press is to insult a nation; to prohibit reading of 

certain books is to declare the inhabitants to be either fools or 

498 Henle, Jacob Nature answers only when she is questioned. 

499 Henry's Quirk of Human Nature Nobody loves a winner who wins all the time.

500 Herbert, Frank, Dune The spice must flow.

501 Herold, Don There's nobody so irritating as somebody with less intelligence 

and more sense than we have.

502 Hicks, Bill All governments are lying cocksuckers. 

503 Hicks, Bill Today a young man on acid realized that all matter is merely 

energy condensed to a slow vibration, that we are all one 

consciousness experiencing itself subjectively, there is no such 

thing as death, life is only a dream, and we are the imagination 

of ourselves. Here's Tom with the Weather.

504 Higdon's Law Good judgment comes from experience. Experience comes 

from bad judgment.

505 Hippocrates Men think epilepsy divine merely because they do not 

understand it.  But if they called everything divine which they do 

not understand, why, there would be no end of divine things.

506 Hitchcock, Alfred Drama is life with the dull bits cut out.

507 Hitchcock, Alfred I'm not against the police, I'm just afraid of them.

508 Hitchcock, Alfred There is no terror in a bang, only in the anticipation of it.

509 Hoban, Russel When you suffer an attack of nerves, you're being attacked by 

the nervous system. What chance has a man got against a 

510 Hodgman, John, More Information 

Than You Require

Despite the conspiracy theories you may have read, the mole-

men have never interbred with the British royal family or the 

Bush dynasty with the goal of infiltrating the highest reaches of 

government so as to harvest the blood of our babies to power 

the spaceliners that will bring them to the next planet they plan 

to pillage from within. You are thinking of the Belgians.

511 Hodgman, John, More Information 

Than You Require

History does not record so many interesting truths.

512 Hodgman, John, More Information 

Than You Require

When you are eating a creature alive, you ought to expect 

some screaming. Such is the carnivore's burden.

513 Hodgman, John, More Information 

Than You Require

Where is everybody,' asked Fermi, and his colleagues had no 

answer. Then, as lunch continued, Fermi went on to deploy 

similar blunt logic to disprove fairies, the existence of God, and 

the possibility of love. After that, Fermi generally ate alone.

514 Hodgman, John, That Is All Life may be miraculous in its unlikelihood in the universe, but it 

would be a fallacy to suggest that its rareness makes it 

inextinguishable.

515 Hoffer, Eric Where there is the necessary technical skill to move mountains, 

there is no need for the faith that moves mountains.

516 Holland, Barbara, Hail to the Chiefs [Clinton] was a big affable fellow who hugged total strangers 

and felt their pain, like some ancient Norse bear-god, probably 

named Potus, good-natured but with a weakness for milkmaids.

517 Holland, Barbara, Hail to the Chiefs Many people consider James Buchanan the very worst 

President ever.  I suppose they think they would have done 

better.  I suppose they wouldn't have let Dred Scott happen, or 

John Brown, or secession, and there wouldn't have been any 

Civil War and everyone would have lived happily ever after.  

Too many Monday-morning quarterbacks, that's what we've 



518 Holland, Barbara, Hail to the Chiefs Now that we have our own government, they always ask if we 

want to pay taxes, and we always say certainly, we'd be 

delighted.  It makes all the difference.

519 Holland, Barbara, Hail to the Chiefs When your children ask you where Van Burens come from, 

don't blush and stammer and hush them up with some fairy 

tale.  Just tell them straight out that Van Burens are not a 

sickness but a perfectly normal, natural part of growing up and 

being a Democracy.

520 Holmes Sr., Oliver Wendell If you mean to keep as well as possible, the less you think 

about your health the better.

521 Homer It is always the latest song that an audience applauds the most.

522 Hoover, Herbert Old men declare war. But it is the youth that must fight and die.

523 Hopper, Admiral Grace It is easier to ask forgiveness than to get permission.

524 Host; Billy Madison What you've just said is one of the most insanely idiotic things 

I've ever heard. At no point in your rambling, incoherent 

response was there anything that could even be considered a 

rational thought. Everyone in this room is now dumber for 

having listened to it. I award you no points, and may God have 

525 Houdini, Harry My brain is the key that sets my mind free.

526 Houdini, Harry What the eyes see and the ears hear, the mind believes.

527 Howe, E.M. A good scare is worth more to a man than good advice.

528 Hoyle, Sir Fred Space isn't remote at all. It's only an hour's drive away if your 

car could go straight upwards.

529 Hsieh, Tehyi It is said that one machine can do the work of fifty ordinary 

men. No machine, however, can do the work of one 

530 Hubbard, Elbert God will not look you over for medals, degrees or diplomas, but 

for scars!

531 Hubbard, Elbert The supernatural is the natural not yet understood.

532 Hubbard, Kin Boys will be boys, and so will a lot of middle-aged men.

533 Hubbard, Kin When a fellow says, 'It ain't the money, but the principle of the 

thing,' it's the money.

534 Hughart, Barry, Bridge of Birds “Take a large bowl. Fill it with equal measures of fact, fantasy, 

history, mythology, science, superstition, logic, and lunacy. 

Darken the mixture with bitter tears, brighten it with howls of 

laughter, toss in three thousand years of civilization, bellow kan 

pei  – which means 'dry cup' – and drink to the dregs.”

“And I will be wise?”

“Better. You will be Chinese.”

- Li Kao to Procipius, on attaining wisdom

535 Hughart, Barry, Bridge of Birds Error can point the way to truth, while empty-headedness can 

only lead to more empty-headedness or to a career in politics.

- Li Kao

536 Hughart, Barry, Bridge of Birds The abbot of our monastery always said that fable has strong 

shoulders that carry far more truth than fact can.

537 Hughes, Stuart No issue is so small that it can't be blown out of proportion.

538 Hugo, Victor God made only water, but man made wine.

539 Hule, Jonathan Forgive others, not because they deserve forgiveness, but 

because you deserve peace.

540 Huntington, Collin P. Whatever is not nailed down is mine. Whatever I can pry loose 

is not nailed down.

541 Hurst, Fannie It takes a clever man to turn cynic, and a wise man to be clever 

enough not to.

542 Hurston, Zora Neale, Dust Tracks on 

a Road

Mama exhorted her children at every opportunity to 'jump at de 

sun.' We might not land on the sun, but at least we would get 

off the ground.543 I

544 Ibárruri, Dolores It is better to die on your feet than live on your knees

545 Imbesi's Law of the Conservation of 

Filth

In order for something to become clean, something else must 

become dirty.

Freeman's Extension:...but you can get everything dirty without 

getting anything clean.



546 Ivins, Molly I don't have any children, so I've decided to claim all the future 

freedom-fighters and hell-raisers as my kin. I figure freedom 

and justice beat having my name in marble any day.

547 J

548 Jackson, Andrew One man with courage makes a majority.

549 Jackson, Andrew There is no pleasure in having nothing to do; the fun is having 

lots to do and not doing it.

550 Jackson, Glenda If I have to cry, I think of my sex life.  If I have to laugh, I think of 

my sex life.

551 Jackson, Holbrook Fear of corrupting the mind of the younger generation is the 

loftiest form of cowardice.

552 Jackson, Robert H. It is not the function of our government to keep the citizen from 

falling into error; it is the function of the citizen to keep the 

government from falling into error.

553 Jana's Definition If you want it but you don't, and you can't understand it but you 

do, it must be love.

554 Jareth, the Goblin King, Labyrinth I am exhausted from living up to your expectations of me.

555 Jasefowitz, Natasha We're still not where we're going, but we're still not where we 

were.

556 Jefferson, Thomas I have sworn upon the altar of God eternal hostility against 

every form of tyranny over the mind of man.

557 Jefferson, Thomas I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just; that his 

justice cannot sleep forever.

558 Jefferson, Thomas It does me no injury for my neighbor to say there are twenty 

gods or no god. It neither picks my pocket nor breaks my leg. 

559 Jefferson, Thomas Some men look at constitutions with sanctimonious reverence, 

and deem them like the ark of the covenant, too sacred to be 

touched.

560 Jerome, Jerome K., Three Men in a 

Boat

He was full of weird and unusual notions about being a credit to 

his parents and an honor to the school; and he yearned to win 

prizes, and grow up and be a clever man, and had all those 

sorts of weak-minded ideas.

561 Jerome, Jerome K., Three Men in a 

Boat

I like work; it fascinates me.  I can sit and look at it for hours.

562 Jerome, Jerome K., Three Men in a 

Boat

The lady under whose roof I have the honor of residing is a 

widow, and for all I know, possibly an orphan too.

563 Jerome, Jerome K., Three Men in a 

Boat

They cursed us - not with a common cursory curse, but with 

long, carefully thought-out, comprehensive curses, that 

embraced the whole of our careers and went away into the 

distant future, and included all our relations and covered 

everything connected with us - good, substantial curses.

564 Jillson, Joyce There are times not to flirt. When you're sick. When you're with 

children. When you're on the witness stand.

565 Jim, The Waco Kid, Blazing Saddles You've got to remember that these are just simple farmers. 

These are people of the land. The common clay of the new 

West. You know…morons.

566 Johnson, Cave; Portal 2 Science isn't about "Why," it's about "Why not?"

567 Johnson, Dr. Samuel A fly, sir, may sting a horse and make him wince; but one is but 

an insect, and the other is a horse still.

568 Johnson, Dr. Samuel When a man knows he is to be hanged in a fortnight, it 

concentrates his mind wonderfully.

569 Jong, Erica Advice is what we ask for when we already know the answer 

but wish we didn't.

570 Jordan, Robert, WoT 01: The Eye of 

the World

Death is lighter than a feather, duty heavier than a mountain.

- Lan Mandragoran

571 Jordan, Robert, WoT 01: The Eye of 

the World

In wars, boy, fools kill other fools for foolish causes.

- Thom Merrilin

572 Jordan, Robert, WoT 01: The Eye of 

the World

Till shade is gone, till water is gone, into the Shadow with teeth 

bared, screaming defiance with the last breath, to spit into 

Sightblinder's eye on the Last Day.

- Aiel Oath

573 Jordan, Robert, WoT 02: The Great 

Hunt

Always plan for the worst, that way all your surprises will be 

pleasant ones. - Verin Mathwin



574 Jordan, Robert, WoT 02: The Great 

Hunt

The Light shine upon you, and the Creator shelter you. The last 

embrace of the Mother welcome you home.

 -Shienaran Death Rite

575 Jordan, Robert, WoT 03: The Dragon 

Reborn

Most of those we call heroes only did what they had to do.

- Siuan Sanche

576 Jordan, Robert, WoT 03: The Dragon 

Reborn

One pretty woman means fun at the dance. Two pretty women 

mean trouble in the house. Three pretty women mean run for 

the hills.

- Mat Cauthon

577 Jordan, Robert, WoT 04:The 

Shadow Rising

Courage to strengthen, fire to blind, music to daze, iron to bind. - 

Snakes and Foxes game chant

578 Jordan, Robert, WoT 04:The 

Shadow Rising

Life is uncertainty and struggle, choice and change; one who 

knew how her life was woven into the Pattern as well as she 

knew how a thread was laid into a carpet would have the life of 

an animal. If she did not go mad. Humankind is made for 

uncertainty, struggle, choice and change. - Amys

579 Jordan, Robert, WoT 04:The 

Shadow Rising

Sa souvraya niende misain ye (I am lost in my own mind)

- Mat Cauthon

580 Jordan, Robert, WoT 05: The Fires 

of Heaven

If you must mount the gallows, give a jest to the crowd, a coin 

to the hangman, and make the drop with a smile on your lips.

- Birgitte Silverbow

581 Jordan, Robert, WoT 05: The Fires 

of Heaven

In my day, girls jumped when a Wise One said jump, and 

continued jumping until they were told to stop. As I am still alive 

it is still my day. Need I make myself clearer? 

- Sorilea

582 Jordan, Robert, WoT 05: The Fires 

of Heaven

Never kiss a girl whose brothers have knife scars.

- Mat Cauthon

583 Jordan, Robert, WoT 05: The Fires 

of Heaven

The louder a man tells you he’s honest, the harder you must 

hold onto your purse. - Two Rivers saying

584 Jordan, Robert, WoT 06: Lord of 

Chaos

If the world is ending, a woman will want time to fix her hair. If 

the world's ending, a woman will take time to to tell a man 

something he's done wrong.

- Mat Cauthon

585 Jordan, Robert, WoT 06: Lord of 

Chaos

The lions sing and the hills take flight. The moon by day, and 

the sun by night. Blind woman, deaf man, jackdaw fool. Let the 

Lord of Chaos rule.

- Children's chant of the Fourth Age

586 Jordan, Robert, WoT 06: Lord of 

Chaos

They will pay. I am the Lord of the Morning.

- Lews Therin Telamon

587 Jordan, Robert, WoT 06: Lord of 

Chaos

We are always more afraid than we wish to be, but we can 

always be braver than we expect. - Sorilea

588 Jordan, Robert, WoT 06: Lord of 

Chaos

What can’t be changed must be endured. - Lini

589 Jordan, Robert, WoT 10: Crossroads 

of Twilight

If a woman does need a hero, she needs him today, not 

tomorrow.

590 Jordan, Robert, WoT 12: The 

Gathering Storm

The more tragic things get, the more I feel like laughing.

- Mat Cauthon

591 Joshua, Wargames Shall we play a game?

592 Jouhandeau, Marcel To really know someone is to have loved and hated him in turn.

593 Jung, Carl People will do anything, no matter how absurd, to avoid facing 

their own souls.

594 Jung, Carl Who looks outside, dreams. Who looks inside, awakens.

595 K

596 Kafka, Franz From a certain point onward there is no longer any turning 

back. That is the point that must be reached.

597 Kafka, Franz Hope? Oh yes, there is hope - infinite hope. But not for us.

598 Katz's Law People and nations will act rationally when all other possibilities 

have been exhausted.

599 Keats, John Is there another life? Shall I awake and find this all a dream? 

There must be, we cannot be created for this sort of suffering.

600 Keillor, Garrison Cats are intended to teach us that not everything in nature has 

a purpose.

601 Keller, Helen One can never consent to creep when one feels an impulse to 

soar.



602 Kennedy, John F. Do not pray for easy lives. Pray to be stronger men.

603 Kennedy, John F. Every area of trouble gives out a ray of hope; and the one 

unchangeable certainty is that nothing is certain or 

604 Kennedy, John F. Forgive your enemies, but never forget their names.

605 Kennedy, Robert F. Those who dare to fail miserably can achieve greatly.

606 Kerr, Jean I'm tired of all this nonsense about beauty being only skin deep. 

That's deep enough. What do you want, an adorable pancreas?

607 Khruschev, Nikita If you live among wolves, you have to act like a wolf.

608 Kierkegaard's Observation Life can only be understood backwards, but it must be lived 

forwards.

609 King Jr., Martin Luther If a man hasn't found something that he will die for, he isn't fit to 

live.

610 King, Stephen Monsters are real, and ghosts are real too. They live inside us, 

and sometimes they win.

611 King, Stephen, The Girl Who Loved 

Tom Gordon

The world has teeth and it can bite you with them any time it 

wants.

612 King, Stephen, The Gunslinger Beyond the reach of human range, a drop of hell, a touch of 

strange. - Cort

613 King, Stephen, The Gunslinger Go then; there are other worlds than these.  - Jake Chambers

614 King, Stephen, The Waste Lands Beating heroin was child's play compared to beating your 

childhood.

615 King, Stephen, The Waste Lands I do not aim with my hand;

He who aims with his hand has forgotten the face of his father.

I aim with my eye.

I do not shoot with my hand;

He who shoots with his hand has forgotten the face of his 

father.

I shoot with my mind.

I do not kill with my gun;

He who kills with his gun has forgotten the face of his father.
616 King, Stephen, The Waste Lands Jesus Pumpkin-Pie Christ, don't you get it? You're killing each 

other over a piece of music that was never even released as a 

single!

- Eddie Dean

617 King, Stephen, Wizard and Glass The beauty of religious mania is that it has the power to explain 

everything. Once God (or Satan) is accepted as the first cause 

of everything which happens in the mortal world, nothing is left 

to chance...logic can be happily tossed out the window.

618 Kinsey, Alfred The only unnatural sex act is that which you cannot perform.

619 Kipling, Rudyard Now this is the law of the jungle

As old and as true as the sky; 

And the Wolf that shall keep it may prosper

But the Wolf that shall break it must die.

620 Kipling, Rudyard The Devil whispered behind the leaves, 'It's pretty, but is it Art?'

621 Kirk, James T., Star Trek II How we face death is at least as important as how we face life.

622 Kirk, James T., Star Trek II Of my friend, I can only say this: of all the souls I have 

encountered in my travels, his was the most... human.

623 Kissinger, Henry Power is the ultimate aphrodisiac.

624 Kissinger, Henry There can't be a crisis next week. My schedule is already full.

625 Knitch, Joseph Wood The most serious charge which can be brought against New 

England is not Puritanism but February.

626 Knox, Father Ronald Only man has dignity; only man, therefore, can be funny.

627 Kozol, Jonothan Pick battles big enough to matter, small enough to win.

628 Kraus, Karl The Devil is an optimist if he thinks he can make people worse 

than they are.

629 Kreider, Tim, Twilight of the 

Assholes

Biblical, Talmudic, or Koranic literalists remind me of children 

wrinkling their noses at Belon oysters and asking for more Chef 

Boy-E-Dee. They want the world to be as simple as they are.



630 Kreider, Tim, Twilight of the 

Assholes

Letters to our elected representatives have the same effect on 

public policy as prayers to Jesus do on cancer.

631 Kreider, Tim, Twilight of the 

Assholes

Like herpes, conservatism lies in the nervous system of the 

republic, waiting for times of stress, for our resistance to 

weaken, when it will erupt scabrously anew.

632 Kreider, Tim, Twilight of the 

Assholes

My feeling toward Republicans is like my feeling about sharks: 

of course they're stupid and vicious. It's in their nature to be 

mindless, ravening killing machines. It's nothing personal. They 

don't know any better. Pretty much the only thing you can do 

about them is stay out of their waters and, if you're unlucky 

enough to meet with one, shoot it through its rudimentary brain 

with a spear gun.

633 Kreider, Tim, Twilight of the 

Assholes

The stupidity of the American voter is without limit; it is like 

perpetual motion, like faster-than-light drive, freakish, 

impossible, an affront to the laws of nature.

634 L

635 Lackland's Laws 1. Never be first.

2. Never be last.

3. Never volunteer for anything.

636 Landers, Ann The poor wish to be rich, the rich wish to be happy, the single 

wish to be married, and the married wish to be dead.

637 Law of Human Quirks Everyone wants to be noticed, but no one wants to be stared at.

638 Law of Political Machinery When no viable candidate exists, someone will nominate a 

Kennedy.

639 Law of Probable Dispersal Whatever hits the fan will not be evenly distributed.

640 Law of the Lie No matter how often a lie is shown to be false, there will remain 

a certain percentage of people who believe it true.

641 Lawrence, T.E. All men dream: but not equally. Those who dream by night in 

the dusty recesses of their minds wake in the day to find that it 

was vanity; but the dreamers of the day are dangerous men, for 

they act their dream with open eyes, to make it possible.

642 Lebowitz, Fran Remember that as a teenager, you are in the last stage of your 

life when you will be happy to hear that the phone is for you.

643 Lebowitz, Fran Stand firm in your refusal to remain conscious during algebra. 

In real life, I assure you, there is no such thing as algebra.

644 Lec, Stanisław Jerzy Do not ask God the way to heaven; he will show you the 

hardest one.

645 Lee, Stan, Amazing Fantasy #15 

(8/1962)

With great power comes great responsibility.

646 Lefty Gomez's Principle of Productive 

Procrastination

They can't hit it while I'm standing here holding it.

647 Lethem, Jonathan; The Fortress of 

Solitude

What age is a black boy when he learns he's scary?

648 Levinson, Aaron Statistics are like a bikini. What they reveal is suggestive, but 

what they conceal is vital.

649 Levinson, Sam Somewhere on this globe, every ten seconds, there is a woman 

giving birth to a child. She must be found and stopped.

650 Lewis, C.S. Do not destroy yourself, for if you live you may yet have good 

fortune. But, the dead are all dead alike.

651 Lewis, Sinclair The trouble with this country is that there are too many people 

going about saying, 'The trouble with this country is...'

652 Lewis, Sinclair There are two insults which no human will endure: the assertion 

that he hasn't a sense of humor, and the doubly impertinent 

assertion that he has never known trouble.

653 Liddy, G. Gordon Obviously, crime pays, or there'd be no crime.

654 Lieberman's Law Everybody lies; but it doesn't matter, since nobody listens.

655 Lincoln, Abraham Do I not destroy my enemies when I make them my friends?

656 Lincoln, Abraham Fellow citizens, we cannot escape history.

657 Lincoln, Abraham I believe it is an established maxim in morals that he who 

makes an assertion without knowing whether it is true or false, 

is guilty of falsehood; and the accidental truth of the assertion 

does not justify or excuse him.



658 Lincoln, Abraham I don't know who my grandfather was. I'm more concerned to 

know what his grandson will be.

659 Lincoln, Abraham Labor is prior to, and independent of, capital.  Capital is only the 

fruit of labor, and could never have existed if labor had not first 

existed.  Labor is the superior of capital, and deserves much 

the higher consideration.

660 Lincoln, Abraham Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a 

man's character, give him power.

661 Lincoln, Abraham No man is good enough to govern another man without that 

other's consent.

662 Lincoln, Abraham Passion has helped us, but can do so no more.  It will in future 

be our enemy.  Reason, cold, calculating, unimpassioned 

reason, must furnish all the materials for our future support and 

663 Lincoln, Abraham People who like this sort of thing will find this the sort of thing 

they like.

664 Lincoln, Abraham The shepherd drives the wolf from the sheep's throat, for which 

the sheep thanks the shepherd as his liberator, while the wolf 

denounces him for the same act as the destroyer of liberty.

665 Lincoln, Abraham Those who deny freedom to others, deserve it not for 

themselves.

666 Lippman, Walter When all think alike, then no one is thinking.

667 Lord Balfour's Contention Nothing matters very much, and very few things matter at all.

668 Lovecraft, H.P., The Call of Cthulhu Ph'nglui mglw'nafh Cthulhu R'lyeh wgah'nagl fhtagn. (In his 

house at R'lyeh dead Cthulhu waits dreaming.)

669 Lovecraft, H.P., The Call of Cthulhu The most merciful thing in the world, I think, is the inability of 

the human mind to correlate all its contents.

670 Lovecraft, H.P.; The Call of Cthulhu Ph'nglui mglw'nath Cthulhu R'lyeh wgah'nagl fhtagn.

671 Lovelace, Ada I am never really satisfied that I understand anything; because, 

understand well as I may, my comprehension can only be an 

infinitesimal fraction of all I want to understand.

672 Lucas, George, Star Wars May the Force be with you.

673 Luce, Clare Booth No good deed goes unpunished.

674 Lynn, Vera We'll meet again

Don't know where

Don't know when

But I know we'll meet again

Some sunny day....

675 M

676 Macaulay, Lord The highest proof of virtue is to possess boundless power 

without abusing it.

677 MacEachen, Chris These are a few of my favorite things: baby lambs, long walks 

in the rain, grilling and eating neighborhood children on my 

patio and, of course, rainbows. God forbid I forget the damned 

rainbows.

678 Maclaren, Ian Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle.

679 Macpherson's Theory of Entropy It requires less energy to take an object out of its proper place 

than to put it back.

680 Madison, James If men were angels, no government would be necessary.

681 Madison, James The truth is that all men having power ought to be mistrusted.

682 Madonna If you don't vote, you're gonna get a spankie.

683 Madonna Listen, everyone is entitled to my opinion.

684 Magnum, Thomas, Magnum P.I. Always enter a strange hotel room with extreme caution, 

especially one with a Samurai warrior in it.

685 Magnum, Thomas, Magnum P.I. I love getting mail - just the thought that someone licked a 

stamp for you is very reassuring.

686 Malone, Sam, Cheers A lot of people may not know this, but I'm quite famous.

687 Marceau, Marcel Do not the most moving moments of our lives find us all without 

words?

688 Marcos, Imelda I did not have three thousand pairs of shoes, I had one 

thousand and sixty.



689 Marie Von Ebner-Eschenbach We are so vain that we even care for the opinion of those we 

don't care for.

690 Marquis, Don An optimist is a guy who has never had much experience.

691 Martel, Yann, Life of Pi I have nothing to say of my working life, only that a tie is a 

noose, and inverted though it is, it will hang a man nonetheless 

if he's not careful. - Pi Patel

692 Martel, Yann, Life of Pi Nothing beats reason for keeping tigers away. - Pi Patel

693 Martel, Yann, Life of Pi Only fear can defeat life. - Pi Patel

694 Martel, Yann, Life of Pi To choose doubt as a philosophy of life is akin to choosing 

immobility as a means of transportation. - Pi Patel

695 Martin, George R.R.; A Clash of 

Kings

When you tear out a man's tongue, you are not proving him a 

liar. You're only telling the world that you fear what he might 

say.

696 Marx, Groucho Die, my dear? Why that's the last thing I'll do! 

697 Marx, Groucho Either this man is dead or my watch has stopped.

698 Marx, Groucho I find television very educational. Every time someone switches 

it on I go into another room and read a good book.

699 Marx, Groucho I never forget a face, but in your case, I'll make an exception.

700 Marx, Groucho It's nice to have seen you, and I've got nobody to blame but 

myself.

701 Marx, Groucho I've had a perfectly wonderful evening, but this wasn't it.

702 Marx, Groucho She got her good looks from her father – he's a plastic surgeon.

703 Mary's Almanac She didn't know it couldn't be done, so she went ahead and did 

it.

704 Mayakovsky, Vladimir Art is not a mirror to reflect the world, but a hammer with which 

to shape it.

705 Mayne's Law Nobody notices the big errors.

706 McFerrin, Bobby Don't worry, be happy.

707 Meir, Golda Don't be so humble - you're not that great.

708 Melville, Herman,  Moby Dick To the last, I grapple with thee. From Hell's heart, I stab at thee. 

For hate's sake, I spit my last breath of thee. - Ahab

709 Men Without Hats, Bright Side of the 

Sun

Somewhere in the distance, when we fall in love again

The planets will be dancing, as the moon plays violin

And we'll laugh at all the silly things that we've both said and 

done

710 Men Without Hats, O Sole Mio Mother mother if you please

Life has got me on my knees

I'm expecting someone's love to come

And hit me blindside.

711 Mencken, H.L. A cynic is someone who, when he smells flowers, looks around 

for a coffin.

712 Mencken, H.L. Change is not progress.

713 Mencken, H.L. Conscience: The inner voice that warns us that someone may 

be looking.

714 Mencken, H.L. Democracy is the theory that the common people know what 

they want, and deserve to get it good and hard.

715 Mencken, H.L. Every normal man must be tempted at times to spit on his 

hands, hoist the black flag, and begin slitting throats.

716 Mencken, H.L. Puritanism: The haunting fear that someone, somewhere, may 

be happy.

717 Mencken, H.L. Self-respect: the secure feeling that no one, as yet, is 

suspicious.

718 Mencken, H.L. The truth that survives is simply the lie that is pleasantest to 

believe.

719 Mencken, H.L. The urge to save humanity is almost always only a false-face 

for the urge to rule it.

720 Mencken, H.L. We must respect the other fellow's religion, but only in the 

sense and to the extent that we respect his theory that his wife 

is beautiful and his children smart. 



721 Mike, Twin Peaks Through the darkness of future's past

The magician longs to see

One chants out between two worlds

Fire walk with me.

722 Miller, Maud Of all sad words of tongue or pen

The saddest are these: It might have been.

723 Milne, A.A. The third-rate mind is only happy when it is thinking with the 

majority. The second-rate mind is only happy when it is thinking 

with the minority. The first-rate mind is only happy when it is 

thinking.

724 Milton, John, Paradise Lost Better to reign in Hell than to serve in Heaven. - Satan

725 Milton, John, Paradise Lost Others sat on a hill retired

In thoughts more elevate, and reasoned high

Of Providence, Foreknowledge, Will and Fate -

Fixed fate, free will, 

Foreknowledge absolute -

And found no end, in wandering mazes lost.

726 Minelli, Liza Reality is something you rise above.

727 Mister Boffo God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

the courage to change the things I can... and a red Ferrari.

728 Mister Boffo Worst defense award: 'I thought he was a pinata.'

729 Mizner, Wilson Be nice to people on your way up because you'll meet them on 

your way down.

730 Monroe, James The best form of government is that which is most likely to 

prevent the greatest sum of evil.

731 Montaigne, Michel de Man is certainly stark mad; he cannot make a flea, and yet he 

will be making gods by the dozens.

732 Monty Python A man can run and run for year after year until he realizes that 

what he's running from... is hisself.

733 Monty Python Nobody expects the Spanish Inquisition!

734 Monty Python There, poor Flopsy's dead. And never called me mother.

735 Moody, Dwight Character is what you are in the dark.

736 Moore, Alan, Top Ten Hey, all distance is as nothing in the mind of the Buddha, know 

what I'm sayin'? We'll be there in about ten minutes, dependin' 

on traffic.

- Bob “Blindshot” Booker

737 Moore, Alan, Watchmen All the whores and politicians will look up and shout “Save us!”  

And I'll look down and whisper, “No.” 

- Rorschach

738 Moore, Alan, Watchmen Because there is good and there is evil, and evil must be 

punished.  Even in the face of armageddon I shall not 

compromise in this. - Rorschach

739 Moore, Alan, Watchmen Existence is random. Has no pattern save what we imagine 

after staring at it for too long. No meaning save what we choose 

to impose.  - Rorschach

740 Moore, Alan, Watchmen Nothing is hopeless.  Not while there's life. 

- Rorschach

741 Moore, Alan, Watchmen We gaze continually at the world and it grows dull in our 

perceptions.  Yet seen from another's vantage point, as if new, 

it may still take the breath away. - Dr. Manhattan

742 Moore, Christopher, Lamb "Josh, faking demonic possession is like a mustard seed."

"How is it like a mustard seed?"

"You don't know, do you? Doesn't seem at all like a mustard 

seed, does it? Now you see how we all feel when you liken 

things unto a mustard seed? Huh?"

- Biff and Josh

743 Moore, Christopher, Lamb "Well then, what is the nature of Buddhism?"

"Vast amphibians."

- The Emperor of China and Gaspar

744 Moore, Christopher, Lamb Blessed are the meek, for to them we shall say, 'Attaboy.'



745 Moore, Christopher, Lamb It's hard for me, a Jew, to stay in the moment. Without the past, 

where is the guilt? And without the future, where is the dread? 

And without guilt and dread, who am I?

- Biff

746 Moore, Christopher, Lamb It's very difficult to stay angry when a room full of bald guys in 

orange robes start giggling. Buddhism.

- Biff

747 Moore, Christopher, Lamb Know what? I love bunnies. They toil not, neither do they bark. 

Henceforth and from now on, I decree that whenever something 

bad happens to me, there shall be bunnies around. So it shall 

be written. Go ahead Biff, write it down. Where's the friggin' 

wine? I got a dry bunny over here!

- Joshua

748 Moore, Christopher, Lamb Then I said one of those things that as a boy growing up in 

Galilee, you never think you'll hear yourself say: "Okay, 

Untouchables, bring me the sheep bladders!"

- Biff

749 Moore, Christopher, Lamb Your lungs grow thick with stone dust and your eyes bleary from 

the sun and fragments thrown up by the chisel. You pour your 

lifeblood into works of stone for Romans who will take your 

money in taxes to feed soldiers who will nail your people to 

crosses for wanting to be free. Your back breaks, your bones 

creak, your wife screeches at you, and your children torment 

you with open, begging mouths, like greedy baby birds in the 

nest. You go to bed every night so tired and beaten that you 

pray to the Lord to send the angel of death to take you in your 

sleep so you don't have to face another morning. It also has its 

downside.
750 Moore, Christopher; Lamb Nobody's perfect. Well, there was this one guy, but we killed 

him....

751 Morgan, Harry A kleptomaniac is someone who helps himself because he 

can't help himself.

752 Morley, John You have not converted a man because you have silenced him.

753 Motto – Special Olympics Let me win, but if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt.

754 Mrs. White, Clue Husbands should be like Kleenex: soft, strong, and disposable.

755 Muffley, Merkin, Doctor Strangelove Gentlemen! You can't fight in here, this is the War Room!

756 Munro, Alice Lovers. Not a soft word, as people thought, but cruel and 

tearing.

757 Munroe, Randall Correlation doesn't imply causation, but it does waggle its 

eyebrows suggestively and gesture furtively while mouthing 

'look over there'. - xkcd 552

758 Munroe, Randall If you die in Canada, you die in real life! - xkcd 180

759 Munroe, Randall SCIENCE. It works, bitches. - xkcd 54

760 Murphy's Law If anything can go wrong, it will.

761 Murphy's Paradox Doing it the hard way is always easier.

762 N

763 Neruda, Pablo, "It Means Shadows" Let me be, then, what I am…

764 Nietzsche, Frederich He who attains his ideal by that very fact transcends it.

765 Nietzsche, Frederich He who fights with monsters should look to it that he himself 

does not become a monster. And when you gaze long into the 

abyss, the abyss also gazes into you.

766 Nietzsche, Frederich I have done that,' says my memory. 'I cannot have done that,' 

says my pride, and remains adamant. At last - memory yields.

767 Nietzsche, Frederich One is punished most for one's virtues.

768 Nietzsche, Frederich That which does not kill me makes me stronger

769 Nietzsche, Frederich That which is done out of love always takes place beyond good 

and evil.

770 Nietzsche, Frederich The same emotions are, however, different in tempo: therefore, 

man and woman never cease to misunderstand one another.



771 Nietzsche, Frederich Under conditions of peace, the warlike man attacks himself.

772 Nintendo Everything not saved will be lost.

773 Nirvana, Lithium Just because you're not paranoid

Doesn't mean they're not after you.

774 Noyes, Alfred Oh grown-ups cannot understand

And grown-ups never will

How short's the way to fairyland

Across the purple hill.

775 Number Six, The Prisoner I am not a number, I am a free man. 

776 Number Six, The Prisoner I will not be pushed, filed, stamped, indexed, briefed, debriefed 

or numbered. My life is my own.

777 Nylund, Rose, The Golden Girls You can lead a herring to water, but you have to walk really fast 

or they'll die.

778 O

779 Oates, Joyce Carol ...we are linked by blood, and blood is memory without 

language.

780 Obama, Barack Hope is not blind optimism. It's not ignoring the enormity of the 

task ahead, or the roadblocks that stand in our path. It's not 

sitting on the sidelines or shirking from a fight. Hope is that 

thing inside us that insists, despite all the evidence to the 

contrary, that something better awaits us if we have the 

courage to reach for it, work for it, and fight for it.

781 Oppenheimer, Robert I am become death, destroyer of worlds.

782 Oppenheimer's Law There is no such thing as instant experience.

783 Orben, Robert Illegal aliens have always been a problem in the United States. 

Ask any Indian.

784 Orben, Robert Never raise your hand to your children - it leaves your 

midsection unprotected.

785 Orwell, George Advertising is the rattling of a stick inside a swill bucket.

786 Orwell, George To survive it is often necessary to fight, and to fight you have to 

dirty yourself.

787 Orwell, George, 1984 I understand HOW. I do not understand WHY.

788 Orwell, George, 1984 If you want a picture of the future, imagine a boot stamping on a 

human face – forever.

789 Orwell, George, 1984 WAR IS PEACE

FREEDOM IS SLAVERY

IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH

790 O'Toole's Comment Murphy was an optimist.

791 P

792 Paglia, Camille Today, on an ivy league campus, if a guy tells a girl she's got 

great tits, she can charge him with sexual harassment. 

Chickenshit stuff! Is this what strong women do?

793 Paine, Thomas, Common Sense Everything that is right or natural pleads for separation.  The 

blood of the slain, the weeping voice of nature cries, 'TIS TIME 

TO PART.794 Paine, Thomas, Common Sense Immediate necessity makes many things convenient, which if 

continued would grow into oppressions.

795 Paine, Thomas, Common Sense Society is produced by our wants, and government by our 

wickedness.

796 Paine, Thomas, Common Sense The cause of America is in a great measure the cause of all 

mankind.

797 Paine, Thomas, Common Sense We have it in our power to begin the world over again.

798 Paine, Thomas, Common Sense When we are planning for posterity, we ought to remember that 

virtue is not hereditary.

799 Paine, Thomas, Preface to Agrarian 

Justice

Practical religion consists in doing good; and the only way of 

serving God is that of endeavoring to make His creation happy.  

All preaching that has not this for its object is nonsense and 

hypocrisy.



800 Parker, Dorothy Razors pain you

Rivers are damp

Acids stain you

And drugs cause cramp

Guns aren't lawful

Nooses give

Gas smells awful

You might as well live.

801 Parker, Dorothy The best way to keep children at home is to make the 

atmosphere pleasant and let the air out of the tires.

802 Parker, Dorothy You can't teach an old dogma new tricks.

803 Parton, Dolly Find out who you are. Then do it on purpose.

804 Pascal, Blaise Justice and power must be brought together, so that whatever 

is just may be powerful, and whatever is powerful may be just.

805 Pascal, Blaise Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they 

do it from religious conviction.

806 Pascal, Blaise What is man in nature? Nothing in relation to the infinite, 

everything in relation to nothing, a mean between nothing and 

everything.

807 Paz, Octavio Contemporary man has rationalized the myths, but he has not 

been able to destroy them.

808 Pekurinen, Arndt As people are not eaten, butchering them is of no use.

809 Perkins, John, Confessions of an 

Economic Hit Man

Confessing a sin is the beginning of redemption.

810 Philips, Emo ...and the Parrot tells the Monkey that there's no Monkey God 

and the monkey lives a life of despair and despondency and 

finally kills himself by sticking his head into a light socket, and 

the Birds pick his bones clean and the people think he's a wind 

811 Philips, Emo I once prayed to god for a bike, but quickly found out he didn't 

work that way...so I stole a bike and prayed for his forgiveness.

812 Philips, Emo Probably the toughest time in anyone's life is when you have to 

murder a loved one because they're the Devil. Other than that, 

though, it's been a good day.

813 Philips, Emo Why hate anyone on the basis of race or creed or nationality, 

when there are so many real reasons to hate people?

814 Picasso, Pablo Computers are useless. They can only give you answers.

815 Pierce, Franklin There's nothing left . . . but to get drunk.

816 Pink Floyd, Brain Damage And if the cloud bursts

Thunder in your ear

You shout but no one seems to hear;

And if the band you're in starts playing different tunes,

I'll see you on the dark side of the moon....

817 Pink Floyd, The Final Cut And if I show you my dark side 

Will you still hold me tonight? 

And if I open my heart to you 

And show you my weak side 

What would you do?

818 Pinochet, Gen. Augusto I am not a dictator. It's just that I have a grumpy face.

819 Plait, Phil, Bad Astronomy However, science isn't just about showing when you're right; it's 

also about showing when you're wrong.

820 Plait, Phil, Bad Astronomy If a little kid ever asks you just why the sky is blue, you look him 

or her right in the eye and say, "It's because of quantum effects 

involving Rayleigh scattering combined with a lack of violet 

photon receptors in our retinae."

821 Plait, Phil, Bad Astronomy Just like people, stars can be important without being terribly 

bright.

822 Plait, Phil, Death from the Skies! Other job markets may lay claim to the title, but astronomy is 

actually the world's oldest profession.

823 Plait, Phil, Death from the Skies! They say that even the brightest star won't shine forever. But in 

fact, the brightest star would live the shortest amount of time. 

Feel free to extract whatever life lesson you want from that.

824 Plato Only the dead have seen the end of war.



825 Plato We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of the dark; the real 

tragedy of life is when men are afraid of the light.

826 Plautus The day, water, sun, moon, night - I do not have to purchase 

these things with money.

827 Poe, Edgar Allan; The Conqueror 

Worm

While the angels, all pallid and wan,

Uprising, unveiling, affirm

That the play is the tragedy "Man",

And its hero the Conqueror Worm.

828 Pogo We have met the enemy, and he is us.

829 Poster What is your response to your responsibility?

830 Pratchett, Terry Personal's not the same as important.

831 Pratchett, Terry They say a little knowledge is a dangerous thing, but it is not 

one half so bad as a lot of ignorance. - Granny Weatherwax

832 Pratchett, Terry What your soldier wants-- really, really wants -- is no-one 

shooting back at him. 

833 Pratchett, Terry, Equal Rites It is well known that a vital ingredient of success is not knowing 

that what you're attempting can't be done.

834 Pratchett, Terry, Feet of Clay I am Death, not taxes. I turn up only once.  - Death

835 Pratchett, Terry, Feet of Clay Words In The Heart Cannot Be Taken. - Dorfl

836 Pratchett, Terry, Going Postal I commend my soul to any god that can find it.

- Moist van Lipwig

837 Pratchett, Terry, Going Postal The freedom to succeed goes hand in hand with the freedom to 

fail.

838 Pratchett, Terry, Going Postal They say that the prospect of being hanged in the morning 

concentrates a man's mind wonderfully; unfortunately what the 

mind inevitably concentrates on is that it is in a body, that, in 

the morning, is going to be hanged.

839 Pratchett, Terry, Going Postal What sort of man would put a known criminal in charge of a 

major branch of government? Apart from, say, the average 

840 Pratchett, Terry, Good Omens God moves in extremely mysterious, not to say, circuitous 

ways. God does not play dice with the universe; He plays an 

ineffable game of His own devising, which might be compared, 

from the perspective of any of the other players, [i.e., 

everybody.] to being involved in an obscure and complex 

version of poker in a pitch-dark room, with blank cards, for 

infinite stakes, with a Dealer who won't tell you the rules, and 

841 Pratchett, Terry, Good Omens It may help to understand human affairs to be clear that most of 

the great triumphs and tragedies of history are caused, not by 

people being fundamentally good or fundamentally bad, but by 

people being fundamentally people.

842 Pratchett, Terry, Guards! Guards! Knowledge=power=energy=matter=mass; a good book shop is 

just a genteel Black Hole that knows how to read.

843 Pratchett, Terry, Guards! Guards! Lady Ramkin's bosom rose and fell like an empire.

844 Pratchett, Terry, Guards! Guards! People who are rather more than six feet tall and nearly as 

broad across the shoulders often have uneventful journeys. 

People jump out at them from behind rocks then say things like, 

"Oh. Sorry. I thought you were someone else."

845 Pratchett, Terry, Guards! Guards! The reason that cliches become cliches is that they are the 

hammers and screwdrivers in the toolbox of communication.

846 Pratchett, Terry, Guards! Guards! You have the effrontery to be squeamish. But we were dragons. 

We were supposed to be cruel, cunning, heartless, and terrible. 

But this much I can tell you, you ape – we never burned and 

tortured and ripped one another apart and called it morality.

- The Dragon

847 Pratchett, Terry, Hogfather Getting an education was a bit like a communicable sexual 

disease. It made you unsuitable for a lot of jobs and then you 

had the urge to pass it on.

848 Pratchett, Terry, Hogfather Humans need fantasy to be human. To be the place where the 

falling angel meet the rising ape.  - Death

849 Pratchett, Terry, Interesting Times Once you were in the hands of a Grand Vizier, you were dead.  

Grand Viziers were always scheming megalomaniacs.  It was 

probably in the job description: “Are you a devious, plotting, 

unreliable madman?  Ah, good, then you can be my most 

trusted advisor.”



850 Pratchett, Terry, Interesting Times Probably the last sound heard before the Universe folded up 

like a paper hat would be someone saying, “What happens if I 

851 Pratchett, Terry, Interesting Times The Empire's got something worse than whips, all right. It's got 

obedience.  Whips in the soul.

852 Pratchett, Terry, Interesting Times There was [Rincewind] thought, probably something in the idea 

that there were only a few people in the world.  There were lots 

of bodies, but only a few people.  That's why you kept running 

into the same ones.  There was probably a mold somewhere.

853 Pratchett, Terry, Interesting Times When someone is saved from certain death by a strange 

concatenation of circumstances, they say that's a miracle. But 

of course, if someone is killed by a freak chain of events — the 

oil spill just there, the safety fence broken just there — that 

must also be a miracle. Just because it's not nice doesn't mean 

it's not miraculous.

854 Pratchett, Terry, Interesting Times You have to try and get your mind around the Universe before 

you can give it a twist.

855 Pratchett, Terry, Jingo Give a man a fire and he's warm for a day, but set fire to him 

and he's warm for the rest of his life.

856 Pratchett, Terry, Jingo It was so much easier to blame it on Them. It was bleakly 

depressing to think that They were Us. If it was Them, then 

nothing was anyone's fault. If it was Us, what did that make 

Me? After all, I'm one of Us. I must be. I've certainly never 

thought of myself as one of Them. No one ever thinks of 

themselves as one of Them. We're always one of Us. It's Them 

857 Pratchett, Terry, Lords and Ladies Elves are wonderful. They provoke wonder.

Elves are marvelous They cause marvels.

Elves are fantastic. They create fantasies.

Elves are glamorous. They project glamour.

Elves are enchanting. They weave enchantment.

Elves are terrific. They beget terror.

The thing about words is that meaning can twist just like a 

snake, and if you want to find snakes look for them behind 

words that have changed their meaning.

No one ever said elves are nice.

Elves are bad.
858 Pratchett, Terry, Lords and Ladies In the beginning, there was nothing, which exploded.

859 Pratchett, Terry, Maskerade People who didn't need people needed people around to know 

that they were the kind of people who didn't need people.

860 Pratchett, Terry, Men at Arms A man who could afford fifty dollars had a pair of boots that'd 

still be keeping his feet dry in ten years' time, while a poor man 

who could only afford cheap boots would have spent a hundred 

dollars on boots in the same time and would still have wet feet.

- Captain Samuel Vimes “Boots” Theory of Socio-Economic 

Unfairness

861 Pratchett, Terry, Men at Arms An appointment is an engagement to see someone, while a 

morningstar is a large lump of metal used for viciously crushing 

skulls. It is important not to confuse the two....

- Corporal Carrot

862 Pratchett, Terry, Men at Arms Generally, I meet people before they're buried. The ones I meet 

after they've been buried tend to be a bit over-excited and 

disinclined to discuss things. - Death

863 Pratchett, Terry, Men at Arms It was a scene to make a happy man slit his wrists on a fine 

spring morning.

864 Pratchett, Terry, Men at Arms Sometimes it's better to light a flamethrower than curse the 

darkness.

865 Pratchett, Terry, Men at Arms When you hit your thumb with an eight-pound hammer it's nice 

to be able to blaspheme. It takes a very special and strong-

minded atheist to jump up and down with their hand clasped 

under their other armpit and shout, 'Oh, random-fluctuations-in-

the-space-time-continuum!' or 'Aaargh, primitive-and-outmoded-

concept on a crutch!'

866 Pratchett, Terry, Mort Although the scythe isn't pre-eminent among the weapons of 

war, anyone who has been on the wrong end of, say, a 

peasants' revolt will know that in skilled hands it is fearsome.

867 Pratchett, Terry, Mort Truly, the way of enlightenment is like unto half a mile of broken 

glass.

868 Pratchett, Terry, Moving Pictures If the abnormal goes on long enough, it becomes the normal.



869 Pratchett, Terry, Moving Pictures Inside every old person is a young person wondering what 

happened.

870 Pratchett, Terry, Moving Pictures It has been estimated that there are only about five hundred 

real  people on any given planet, which is why they keep 

unexpectedly running into each other all the time.

871 Pratchett, Terry, Moving Pictures It's fifteen hundred miles to Ankh-Morpork. We've got three 

hundred and sixty-three elephants, fifty carts of forage, the 

monsoon's about to break and we're wearing... we're wearing... 

sort of things, like glass, only dark... dark glass things on our 

eyes... Let's go.

- Azhural

872 Pratchett, Terry, Moving Pictures The moments that change your life are the ones that happen 

suddenly, like the one where you die.

873 Pratchett, Terry, Night Watch Ninety per cent of most magic merely consists of knowing one 

extra fact.

874 Pratchett, Terry, Reaper Man Belief is one of the most powerful organic forces in the 

multiverse.  It may not be able to move mountains, exactly. But 

it can create someone who can.

875 Pratchett, Terry, Reaper Man Huh! Priests! They're all the same. Always telling you that 

you're going to live again after you're dead, but you just try it 

and see the look on their faces!

- Reg Shoe

876 Pratchett, Terry, Reaper Man Light thinks it is faster than anything, but it is wrong. No matter 

how fast light travels it finds the darkness has always got there 

first, and is waiting for it.

877 Pratchett, Terry, Reaper Man Most species do their own evolving, making it up as they go 

along, which is the way Nature intended. And this is all very 

natural and organic and in tune with the mysterious cycles of 

the cosmos, which believes there's nothing like millions of years 

of really frustrating trial and error to give a species moral fiber 

and, in some cases, backbone.

878 Pratchett, Terry, Reaper Man What can the harvest hope for, if not for the care of the Reaper 

Man? - Death

879 Pratchett, Terry, Reaper Man What's the good of having mastery over cosmic balance and 

knowing the secrets of fate if you can't blow something up?

- The Dean

880 Pratchett, Terry, Small Gods Fear is a strange soil. Mainly it grows obedience like corn, 

which grows in rows and makes weeding easy. But sometimes 

it grows the potatoes of defiance, which flourish underground.

881 Pratchett, Terry, Small Gods Gods don't like people not doing much work. People who aren't 

busy all the time might start to think.

882 Pratchett, Terry, Small Gods Men should die for lies. But the truth is too precious to die for.

883 Pratchett, Terry, Small Gods Most gods find it hard to walk and think at the same time.

884 Pratchett, Terry, Small Gods Time is like a drug. Too much of it kills you.

885 Pratchett, Terry, Small Gods When the least they could do to you was everything, then the 

most they could do to you suddenly held no terror.

886 Pratchett, Terry, Small Gods You can die for your country or your people or your family, but 

for a god you should live fully and busily, every day of a long 

887 Pratchett, Terry, Small Gods You Shall Not Subject Your God To Market Forces!

- Om

888 Pratchett, Terry, Soul Music It is said that whosoever the gods wish to destroy, they first 

make mad. In fact, whosoever the gods wish to destroy, they 

first hand the equivalent of a stick with a fizzing fuse and Acme 

Dynamite Company written on its side. It's more interesting, and 

doesn't take as long.

889 Pratchett, Terry, Soul Music It made you want to kick down walls and ascend the sky on 

steps of fire. It made you want to pull all the switches and throw 

all the levers and stick your fingers in the electric socket of the 

Universe to see what happened next. It made you want to paint 

your bedroom wall black and cover it with posters.

890 Pratchett, Terry, Soul Music This was music that had not only escaped, but had robbed a 

bank on the way out. It was music with its sleeves rolled up and 

its top button undone, raising its hat and grinning and stealing 

891 Pratchett, Terry, Sourcery Death isn't cruel – merely terribly, terribly good at his job.



892 Pratchett, Terry, Sourcery It's vital to remember who you really are.  It's very important.  It 

isn't a good idea to rely on other people or things to do it for 

you, you see.  They always get it wrong.

- Rincewind

893 Pratchett, Terry, Sourcery The truth isn't easily pinned to a page. In the bathtub of history 

the truth is harder to hold than the soap, and much more 

difficult to find...

894 Pratchett, Terry, The Colour of Magic If complete and utter chaos was lightning, then he'd be the sort 

to stand on a hilltop in a thunderstorm wearing wet copper 

armour and shouting 'All gods are bastards'.

895 Pratchett, Terry, The Fifth Elephant A marriage is always made up of two people who are prepared 

to swear that only the other one snores.

896 Pratchett, Terry, The Last Continent All tribal myths are true, for a given value of 'true.'

897 Pratchett, Terry, The Last Continent Creators aren't gods. They make places, which is quite hard. 

It's men that make gods. This explains a lot.

898 Pratchett, Terry, The Last Continent It's not many times in your life you get the chance to die of 

hunger on some bleak continent some thousands of years 

before you're born. We should make the most of it.

- The Dean

899 Pratchett, Terry, The Last Continent Knowledge is dangerous, which is why governments often 

clamp down on people who can think thoughts above a certain 

900 Pratchett, Terry, The Last Continent Logic is a wonderful thing but doesn't always beat actual 

thought.

901 Pratchett, Terry, The Last Continent People's whole lives do pass in front of their eyes before they 

die.  The process is called “living.” - Death

902 Pratchett, Terry, The Last Continent When gods get together they tell the story of one particular 

planet whose inhabitants watched, with mild interest, huge 

continent-wrecking slabs of ice slap into a world which was, in 

astronomical terms, right next door - and then did nothing about 

it  because that sort of thing only happens in Outer Space. An 

intelligent  species would at least have found someone to 

903 Pratchett, Terry, The Last Hero I have no use for people who have learned the limits of the 

possible. 

904 Pratchett, Terry, The Science of 

Discworld

This world is an anvil. Everything here is between a rock and a 

hard place. Every single thing on it is the descendant of 

creatures that have survived everything the world could throw 

at them. I just hope they never get angry.... 

- Rincewind

905 Pratchett, Terry, The Science of 

Discworld II: The Globe

You have forgotten that there is no narrativium in this world. It 

does not know how stories should go. Here the third son of a 

king is probably just a useless weak prince. Here, there are no 

heroes, only degrees of villainy. An old lady gathering wood in 

the forest is just an old lady and not, as in your world, almost 

certainly a witch. Oh, there's a belief in witches. But a witch 

here is merely a method of ridding society of burdensome old 

ladies and an inexpensive way of keeping the fire going all 

night. Here, gentlemen, good does not ultimately triumph at the 

expense of a few bruises and a non-threatening shoulder 

wound. Here, evil is generally defeated by a more organized 

kind of evil. My world, gentlemen. Not yours. Good day to you. - 
906 Pratchett, Terry, The Science of 

Discworld III: Darwin's Watch

It is hard to convey five-dimensional ideas in a language 

evolved to scream defiance at the monkeys in the next tree.

907 Pratchett, Terry, Thief of Time Genius is always allowed some leeway, once the hammer has 

been pried from its hands and the blood has been cleaned up.

908 Pratchett, Terry, Thief of Time When you look into the abyss, it's not supposed to wave back.

909 Pratchett, Terry, THUD! Chess in particular had always annoyed [Vimes].  It was the 

dumb way the pawns went off and slaughtered their fellow 

pawns while the kings lounged about doing nothing that always 

got to him; if only the pawns united, maybe talked the rooks 

around, the whole board could've been a republic in twelve 

910 Pratchett, Terry, THUD! For the enemy is not Troll, nor is it Dwarf, but it is the baleful, 

the malign, the cowardly, the vessels of hatred, those who do a 

bad thing and call it good. - The Diamond King



911 Pratchett, Terry, THUD! Him who mountain crush him no

Him who sun him stop him no

Him who hammer him break him no

Him who fire him fear him no

Him who raise him head above him heart

Him diamond

- Troll Philosophy

912 Pratchett, Terry, THUD! Shoes, men, coffins... never accept the first one you see.

- Sally

913 Pratchett, Terry, Unseen 

Academicals

A lot hinges on the fact that, in most circumstances, people are 

not allowed to hit you with a mallet.

914 Pratchett, Terry, Unseen 

Academicals

It was hard to argue with a man who insisted that he was not 

dead.

915 Pratchett, Terry, Unseen 

Academicals

Smart is only a polished version of dumb. Try intelligence. It will 

surely see you through.

- Nutt

916 Pratchett, Terry, Unseen 

Academicals

Why is there a certain cast of military mind which leads sensible 

people to do again, with gusto, what didn't work before?

- Lord Vetinari

917 Pratchett, Terry, Witches Abroad You can't go around building a better world for people. Only 

people can build a better world for people. Otherwise it's just a 

cage.

918 Pratchett, Terry, Wyrd Sisters A key to the understanding of all religion is that a god's idea of 

amusement is Snakes and Ladders with greased rungs.

919 Proust, Marcel Everything great in the world is done by neurotics; they alone 

founded our religions and created our masterpieces.

920 Proust, Marcel The only true paradise is paradise lost.

921 Proverb, English Everyone must row with the oars he has.

922 Proverb, German Noble and common blood is of the same color.

923 Proverb, Greek A society grows great when old men plant trees in whose shade 

they know they will never sit.

924 Proverb, Icelandic Every man likes the smell of his own farts.

925 Proverb, Irish May you die in bed at ninety-five, shot by a jealous husband.

926 Proverb, Italian If a man deceives me once, shame on him. If he deceives me 

twice, shame on me.

927 Proverb, Italian Since the house is on fire, let us warm ourselves.

928 Proverb, Persian Trust in God, but tie your camels.

929 Proverb, Russian Pray to God but continue to row to shore.

930 Proverb, Russian What was written by a pen can't be erased by an axe.

931 Proverb, Spanish I don't want the cheese, I just want to get out of the trap.

932 Proverb, Spanish La esperanza es lo último que se pierde.

(Hope is the last thing to be lost)

933 Proverb, Zen If you understand, things are just as they are; if you do not 

understand, things are just as they are.

934 Q

935 Q, Star Trek: The Next Generation I don't work well in groups. It's difficult to work in groups when 

you're omnipotent.

936 Quayle, Dan I stand by my misstatements.

937 Question, Justice League Unlimited The plastic tips at the ends of shoelaces are called aglets. Their 

true purpose is sinister.

938 R

939 Randi, James, Flim-Flam! I have noted that possession of a driver's license permits one to 

drive an automobile only if the privilege is not abused; perhaps 

940 Rap's Law of Inanimate Reproduction If you take something apart and put it back together enough 

times, eventually you will have two of them.

941 Reagan, Ronald 80% of all pollution is caused by plants and trees.

942 Reagan, Ronald You can tell a lot about a fellow's character by the way he eats 

jellybeans.



943 Reddy, Helen If I have to, I can do anything.

944 Redgrave, Lynne God always has another custard pie up his sleeve.

945 Relativity for Children Time moves slower in a fast moving vehicle.

946 Renan, Ernest O Lord, if there is a Lord, save my soul, if I have a soul.

947 Renard, Andre True kindness presupposes the faculty of imagining as one's 

own the suffering and joy of others.

948 Renault, Captain Louie, Casablanca I'm only a poor, corrupt official.

949 Renfield, Bram Stoker's Dracula I'm no lunatic, man! I'm a sane man fighting for his soul!

950 Ringwald's Law of Household 

Geometry

Any horizontal surface is soon piled up.

951 Riva, Jim, The Geographer ...she kept on laughing even after her laughter became very 

strange and her face went white and her eyes filled with fear 

and everyone became very alarmed.

952 Rivers, Joan I hate housework! You make the beds, you do the dishes - and 

six months later you have to start all over again.

953 Robbins, Marilynne There are a thousand thousand reasons to live this life, 

everyone of them sufficient.

954 Robbins, Tom, Still Life with 

Woodpecker

Actually, there are two kinds of people in this world: those who 

believe there are two kinds of people in this world and those 

who are smart enough to know better.

955 Robbins, Tom, Still Life with 

Woodpecker

It's smart not to eat anything you find in a mirror.

956 Robbins, Tom, Still Life with 

Woodpecker

Plato did claim that the unexamined life is not worth living. 

Oedipus Rex was not so sure.

957 Robbins, Tom, Still Life with 

Woodpecker

Those who shun the whimsy of things will experience rigor 

mortis before death. - Bernard

958 Robbins, Tom, Still Life with 

Woodpecker

Vowels are built for southern comfort, consonants for northern 

speed.

959 Robinson, Marilynne There are a thousand thousand reasons to live this life, every 

one of them sufficient.

960 Rogers, John If a three-legged dog were to somehow be nominated for the 

Democratic candidacy and chose as his running mate a gopher 

with a penchant for monocles and Victoriana, I would wear my 

“Tripod/Lord Whiskerkins '08” button with pride and pull the 

lever with cheerful alacrity.

961 Rogers, Will A fool and his money are soon elected.

962 Rogers, Will Everything is funny as long as it is happening to somebody

 else.

963 Roosevelt, Eleanor Do one thing every day that scares you.

964 Roosevelt, Eleanor No man can make you feel inferior without your consent.

965 Roosevelt, Eleanor You must do the thing you think you cannot do.

966 Roosevelt, Franklin D. A conservative is a man with two perfectly good legs who, 

however, has never learned to walk forward.

967 Roosevelt, Franklin D. When you get to the end of your rope, tie a knot and hang on.

968 Roosevelt, Franklin D., Robot 

Chicken

Okay! So the only things we have to fear are spiders, snakes, 

WEREWOLVES, sharks, dying alone, zombies, clowns, 

heights, big dogs, robots with human brains, Johnson's wife, 

AND fear itself!

969 Roosevelt, Theodore The only man who makes no mistake is the man who does 

nothing.

970 Rostand, Jean Kill one man and you are a murderer.

Kill millions and you are a conqueror

Kill all and you are a god.

971 Rothfuss, Patrick, The Wise Man's 

Fear

There are three things all wise men fear: the sea in storm, a 

night with no moon, and the anger of a gentle man.

972 Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, The 

Social Contract

As soon as someone says of the business of the state - "What 

does it matter to me?" - then the state must be reckoned lost.

973 Rubble, Barney, The Flintstones It takes a smart man to know he's stupid.

974 Rule of Political Promises Truth varies.



975 Rushdie, Salman If we are not confident of our freedom, then we are not free.

976 Ruskin, John Remember that the most beautiful things in the world are the 

most useless: peacocks and lilies, for instance.

977 Russell, Bertrand, Unpopular Essays 

– An Outline of Intellectual Rubbish

As soon as we abandon our own reason, and are content to 

rely upon authority, there is no end to our troubles.

978 Russell, Bertrand, Unpopular Essays 

– Philosophy for Laymen

The demand for certainty is one which is natural to man, but is 

nevertheless an intellectual vice. So long as men are not 

trained to withhold judgment in the absence of evidence, they 

will be led astray by cocksure prophets, and it is likely that their 

leaders will be either ignorant fanatics or dishonest charlatans. 

To endure uncertainty is difficult, but so are most of the other 

979 Ryan's Application of Parkinson's 

Law

Possessions increase to fill the space available for their 

storage.

980 S

981 Sagan, Carl In science it often happens that scientists say, "You know, 

that's a really good argument; my position is mistaken," and 

then they would actually change their minds and you never hear 

that old view from them again. They really do it. It doesn't 

happen as often as it should, because scientists are human and 

change is sometimes painful. But it happens every day. I 

cannot recall the last time something like that happened in 

982 Sagan, Carl Somewhere, something incredible is waiting to be known.

983 Sagan, Carl The truth may be puzzling. It may take some work to grapple 

with. It may be counterintuitive. It may contradict deeply held 

prejudices. It may not be consonant with what we desperately 

want to be true. But our preferences do not determine what's 

true. We have a method, and that method helps us to reach not 

absolute truth, only asymptotic approaches to the truth — never 

there, just closer and closer, always finding vast new oceans of 

undiscovered possibilities.

984 Sagan, Carl The universe is not required to be in perfect harmony with 

human ambition.

985 Sagan, Carl We have designed our civilization based on science and 

technology and at the same time arranged things so that almost 

no one understands anything at all about science and 

technology. This is a clear prescription for disaster. 

986 Sagan, Carl, Cosmos Every one of us is precious in the cosmic perspective. If a 

human disagrees with you, let him live. In a hundred billion 

galaxies, you will not find another.

987 Sagan, Carl, Cosmos Extraordinary claims require extraordinary evidence.

988 Sagan, Carl, Cosmos History is full of people who out of fear, or ignorance, or lust for 

power have destroyed knowledge of immeasurable value which 

truly belongs to us all. We must not let it happen again. 

989 Sagan, Carl, Cosmos Human history can be viewed as a slowly dawning awareness 

that we are members of a larger group.

990 Sagan, Carl, Cosmos If you wish to make an apple pie from scratch, you must first 

invent the universe.

991 Sagan, Carl, Cosmos We are a way for the cosmos to know itself.

992 Sagan, Carl, Cosmos We are made of star stuff.

993 Sagan, Carl, Pale Blue Dot It does no harm to the romance of the sunset to know a little bit 

about it.

994 Sagan, Carl, The Demon-Haunted 

World

For me, it is far better to grasp the universe as it really is than to 

persist in a delusion, however satisfying and reassuring.

995 Sagan, Carl, The Demon-Haunted 

World

The most open and vigorous debate is often the only protection 

against the most perilous misuse of technology.

996 Sagan, Carl, The Demon-Haunted 

World

We can pray for the cholera victim, or we can give her 500 

milligrams of tetracycline every 12 hours.

997 Sagan, Carl, Wonder and Skepticism The truth may be puzzling. It may take some work to grapple 

with. It may be counter-intuitive. It may contradict deeply held 

prejudices. It may not be consonant with what we desperately 

want to be true. But our preferences do not determine what's 

998 Salinger, J.D. I am a kind of paranoid in reverse. I suspect people of plotting 

to make me happy.

999 Samuel, Lord Do not choose to be wrong for the sake of being different.



1000 Sarah, Labyrinth Through dangers untold and hardships unnumbered, I have 

fought my way here to the castle beyond the Goblin City. For 

my will is as strong as yours, and my kingdom as great. You 

have no power over me.

1001 Sarton, Mary We have to dare to be ourselves, however frightening or 

strange that self may prove to be.

1002 Sartre, Jean Paul If you are lonely when you're alone, you are in bad company.

1003 Sattinger's Law It works better if you plug it in.

1004 Savage, Dan, Skipping Towards 

Gomorrah

Every American may have equal access to ice cream, but 

there's no guarantee that the outcome of eating ice cream will 

be equal.1005 Savage, Dan, Skipping Towards 

Gomorrah

Gambling isn't easy.  If it were easy, they would call it 'winning.' - 

Bob the Dealer

1006 Savage, Dan, Skipping Towards 

Gomorrah

I wasn't going to argue with a German about the psychology of 

a forced march – not even a guiltless German. 

1007 Savage, Dan, Skipping Towards 

Gomorrah

My proof that homosexuality is not a choice? A question for my 

straight male readers: Is there anything I could do or say or 

write that would convince you to willingly, happily, eagerly, 

anxiously, deliriously, lustfully put my dick in your mouth and 

leave it there until I had an orgasm? I rest my case. 

1008 Savage, Dan, Skipping Towards 

Gomorrah

Natural isn't something I get called a lot in Texas.

1009 Savage, Dan, Skipping Towards 

Gomorrah

No one has ever gone broke underestimating the insecurities of 

the gay and lesbian consumer.

1010 Savage, Dan, Skipping Towards 

Gomorrah

So while gun owners are always saying that owning guns is 

about defending freedom, the only freedom gun owners seem 

interested in defending with their guns is the freedom to defend 

their freedom to own guns.

1011 Savage, Dan, Skipping Towards 

Gomorrah

Take me to the driest county in the most conservative state, 

and in two hours this determined hedonist will find you all the 

drugs, whores, and booze you'll need to pass an eventful 

1012 Savage, Dan, Skipping Towards 

Gomorrah

The right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness means that 

each of us is free to go our own way, even if the ways some of 

us may choose to go seem sinful or shocking to our fellow 

citizens.
1013 Savile, George Weak men are apt to be cruel.

1014 Scalzi, John It's all beautiful and nothing lasts.

1015 Scalzi, John, The Android's Dream ...it takes a certain sort of person to want to join a church based 

on the desperate maneuvers of a second-rate science fiction 

writer.1016 Scalzi, John, The Android's Dream Dirk Moeller didn't know if he could fart his way into a major 

diplomatic incident.  But he was ready to find out.

1017 Scalzi, John, The Android's Dream If there's one thing that distinguishes the human species, it's a 

pathological need to stay connected.

1018 Scalzi, John, The Android's Dream It was an interesting juxtaposition between fate and free will that 

allowed for both to exist – nay, required them to go hand-in-

hand, skipping merrily through the field.

1019 Scalzi, John, The Android's Dream Moeller didn't believe in karma, but he believed in its idiot 

cousin, the idea that “what goes around comes around.”

1020 Scalzi, John, The Android's Dream The human capacity for being jaded was a remarkable thing.

1021 Scalzi, John, The Android's Dream The problem with being fundamentally useless is that it's 

difficult to shift gears into being useful.

1022 Scalzi, John, The Android's Dream Well, obviously you're not going to walk in with a squirt bottle 

with Essence of Fuck You in it.

1023 Scalzi, John, The Android's Dream You know kids....  If you don't keep them down early, they get 

all uppity.

1024 Scalzi, John, The Ghost Brigades When power is within reach, few will wait patiently for it.

1025 Schultz, Charles Big sisters are the crabgrass in the lawn of life.

- Linus Van Pelt

1026 Schultz, Charles Nothing spoils the taste of peanut butter like unrequited love.

- Charlie Brown

1027 Schweitzer, Albert At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from 

another person. Each of us has cause to think with deep 

gratitude of those who have lighted the flame within us.

1028 Scott, Sir Walter Oh what a tangled web we weave

When first we practice to deceive.



1029 Segal, Erich True love comes quietly, without banners or flashing lights. If 

you hear bells, get your ears checked.

1030 Seinfeld, Jerry Keep your head up in failure, and your head down in success.

1031 Seinfeld, Jerry There is no such thing as fun for the whole family.

1032 Seneca To keep oneself safe does not mean to bury oneself.

1033 Seneca What fools these mortals be!

1034 Serling, Rod; The Twilight Zone Some people possess talent, others are possessed by it. When 

that happens, a talent becomes a curse.

1035 Seuss, Doctor Today you are You, that is truer than true.

There is no one alive who is Youer than you.

1036 Shakespeare, William, A Midsummer 

Night's Dream

If we shadows have offended,

Think but this, and all is mended:

That you have but slumbered here

While these visions did appear.

- Puck

1037 Shakespeare, William, Hamlet He was a man, take him for all in all. I shall not look upon his 

like again.

1038 Shakespeare, William, Hamlet There is nothing either good or bad but thinking makes it so.

1039 Shakespeare, William, Hamlet When sorrows come, they come not in single spies, but in 

battalions.

- Claudius

1040 Shakespeare, William, Macbeth Life's but a walking shadow, a poor player, that struts and frets 

his hour upon the stage and then is heard no more; it's a tale 

told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing.

- Macbeth

1041 Shakespeare, William, Merchant of 

Venice

If you prick us, do we not bleed? If you tickle us, do we not 

laugh? If you poison us, do we not die? And if you wrong us, do 

we not seek revenge? - Shylock

1042 Shakespeare, William, Twelfth Night Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have 

greatness thrust upon 'em.

- Malvolio

1043 Shannon, Bull, Night Court Death is just Nature's way of telling you, 'Hey, you're not alive 

anymore!'

1044 Shaw, George Bernard All great truths begin as blasphemies.

1045 Shaw, George Bernard We have no reason to suppose that we are the Creator's last 

word.

1046 Shaw, George Bernard You see things as they are and say, 'Why?' But I dream of 

things that never were and I say, 'Why not?'

1047 Shaw, George Bernard Youth is a wonderful thing; what a crime it is to waste it on 

children.

1048 Sheen, Bishop Fulton The big print giveth, and the small print taketh away.

1049 Sheen, Bishop Fulton When you're being kicked in the rear, it means you're in front.

1050 Shelley, Percy Bysshe, Ozymandius My name is Ozymandias, king of kings: look upon my works, ye 

mighty, and despair!

1051 Shriekback, Nemesis No one move a muscle as the dead come home....

1052 Sills, Beverly You may be disappointed if you fail, but you are doomed if you 

don't try.

1053 Simpson, Homer Trying is the first step toward failure.

1054 Smith, Sydney Madam, I have been looking for a person who disliked gravy all 

my life; let us swear eternal friendship.

1055 Smith, Sydney What is childhood but a series of happy delusions.

1056 Socrates Be as you wish to seem.

1057 Sonja, Love and Death To love is to suffer. To avoid suffering one must not love. But 

then one suffers from not loving. Therefore, to love is to suffer; 

not to love is to suffer; to suffer is to suffer. To be happy is to 

love. To be happy, then, is to suffer, but suffering makes one 

unhappy. Therefore, to be unhappy, one must love or love to 

suffer or suffer from too much happiness. I hope you're getting 

1058 Sophocles The greatest griefs are those we cause ourselves.



1059 Spock, Star Trek Live long and prosper.

1060 Spock, Star Trek II I have been, and always shall be your friend.

1061 Spock, Star Trek II The good of the many outweighs the good of the few or the 

one.

1062 Spoon, Sonny If you speak three languages, you're trilingual. If you speak two 

languages, you're bilingual. If you speak one language, you're 

American.

1063 St. Millay, Edna Childhood is the place where no one dies. Nobody important, 

that is.

1064 St. Millay, Edna My candle burns at both its ends

It will not last the night

But ah, my foes and oh, my friends

It gives a lovely light.

1065 Stein, Gertrude I do want to get rich, but I never want to do what there is to do 

to get rich.

1066 Steinbeck, John; East of Eden And now that you don't have to be perfect, you can be good.

1067 Steinem, Gloria A man can be called ruthless if he bombs a country to oblivion. 

A woman can be called ruthless if she puts you on hold.

1068 Steiner's Maxim The fact that you do not know the answer does not mean that 

someone else does.

1069 Stevenson, Adlai The sound of tireless voices is the price we pay for the right to 

hear the music of our own opinions.

1070 Stewart, Jon A humble and gracious host. America. Don't make us bomb 

you.

1071 Stewart, Jon I, Jon Stewart, hate Christmas, Christians, Jews, morality! And I 

will not rest until every year families gather to spend December 

25th together at Osama's Homobortion Pot and Commie 

Jizzporium.

1072 Stewart, Jon If comedy is tragedy plus time, I need more fucking time. But I'd 

settle for less tragedy.

1073 Stewart, Jon The reason I don't worry about society is, nineteen people 

knocked down two buildings and killed thousands. Hundreds of 

people ran into those buildings to save them. I'll take those 

odds every fucking day.

1074 Stewart, Jon We declared war on terror — it's not even a noun, so, good 

luck. After we defeat it, I'm sure we'll take on that bastard ennui.

1075 Stewart, Jon You know, I hear what you're all saying, but doesn't elite mean 

good? Is that not something we're looking for in a President 

anymore? You know what candidates, come with me. I know 

that elite is a "bad word" in politics, and you want to go bowling 

and "throw back" a few beers, but the job you're applying for, if 

you get it and it goes well, THEY MIGHT CARVE YOUR HEAD 

INTO A MOUNTAIN. If you don't actually think you're better 

than us, then WHAT THE FUCK ARE YOU DOING?

1076 Stewart, Jon, A Very Hanson 

Christmas

“HO, HO, HO!  Zach has herpes.  There.  Are you happy now?  

You try controlling an eleven-year-old multimillionaire with a 

hard-on for strippers.”

1077 Stewart, Jon, Hitler: The Larry King 

Interview

“I remember one time.... I think it was in Munich.  We were 

having a rally.  100,000 people all chanting my name.  The 

bonfires were going.  The whole shebang.  It should have been 

a crowning moment, but I clearly remember thinking, What am I 

doing here? I hate crowds.”

- Hitler

1078 Stewart, Jon, The Last Supper, or 

The Dead Waiter

As far as Jesus goes, we'd all heard about the miracles he 

performs, but he actually seemed pretty normal.  I've had 

friends who get a little success and immediately turn into 

assholes, but he was cool about it.

1079 Stewart, Jon, The New Judaism [Hitler] was a monster, although it is said that early in his career 

he would end a particularly virulent anti-Semitic diatribe with the 

phrase, “No offense.”

1080 Stewart, Jon, The New Judaism The history of the Jewish people has been described by many 

scholarly manuscripts as “the shit end of the stick.”

1081 Sting, Saturday Night Live The pretzels... are no longer complimentary. - GoldSting

1082 Stockmayer's Theorum If it looks easy, it's tough.

If it looks tough, it's damn near impossible.



1083 Stone, Judge Harry, Night Court A coward dies a hundred deaths, a brave man only once.... But 

then, once is enough, isn't it?

1084 Strindberg, August I love her and she loves me, and we hate each other with a wild 

hatred born of love.

1085 Sturgeon's Law 90% of everything is crud.

1086 Sumner, William Graham We throw all our attention on the utterly idle question of whether 

A has done as well as B, when the only question is whether A 

has done as well as he could.

1087 Sutin's Second Law The most useless computer tasks are the most fun to do.

1088 Swift, Jonathan May you live all the days of your life.

1089 Szasz, Thomas The proverb warns that, 'You should not bite the hand that 

feeds you.' But maybe you should, if it prevents you from 

feeding yourself.

1090 Szasz, Thomas The stupid never forgive nor forget; the naive forgive and 

forget; the wise forgive, but do not forget.

1091 Szasz, Thomas Two wrongs don't make a right, but they make a good excuse.

1092 T

1093 Taylor, Joshua Like ice on the runway, so are the days of our lives.

1094 Tennyson, Alfred Lord, Ulysses Come, my friends,

'Tis not too late to seek a newer world.

Push off, and sitting well in order smite

The sounding furrows, for my purpose holds

To sail beyond the sunset, and the baths

Of all the western stars until I die.

1095 Tertullian I believe because it is impossible.

1096 The Log Lady, Twin Peaks The owls are not what they seem.

1097 The Murphy Philosophy Smile...tomorrow will be worse.

1098 The Revolutionary Law The dirtier the rebel uniform, the more likely the overthrow of 

the existing government.

1099 The Sagan Fallacy To say a human is nothing but molecules and atoms is like 

saying a Shakespeare play is nothing but words and letters.

1100 The Smiths' Law No real problem has a solution.

1101 They Might Be Giants, Where Your 

Eyes Don't Go

Every jumbled pile of person has a thinking part that wonders 

what the part that isn't thinking isn't thinking of.

1102 Thomas, Dylan An alcoholic is someone you don't like who drinks as much as 

you do.

1103 Thoreau, Henry David If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is 

because he hears a different drummer. Let him step to the 

music which he hears, however measured or far away.

1104 Thurber, James Why do you have to be a nonconformist like everybody else?

1105 Tick, The I must leave your warm embrace, Earth Mother. Duty calls.

1106 Tick, The Oh fickle fate! Would that I could clone myself!

1107 TinStar, Rain Check When the orange is fully wound

I still have time to go to ground

To go get lost before I get found

I still have time....

1108 Tolkien, J.R.R., Lord of the Rings He that breaks a thing to find out what it is has left the path of 

wisdom. - Gandalf

1109 Tolkien, J.R.R., Lord of the Rings Not all who wander are lost. - Gandalf

1110 Tomlin, Lily If truth is beauty, how come nobody has their hair done in a 

library?

1111 Tomlin, Lily Ninety-eight percent of the adults in this country are decent, 

hard-working, honest Americans. It's the other two percent that 

get all the publicity. But then - we elected them.

1112 Tomlin, Lily No matter how cynical you get, it is impossible to keep up.

1113 Tomlin, Lily The trouble with the rat race is that even if you win, you're still a 

rat.



1114 Tomlin, Lily We're all in this alone.

1115 Truman, Harry S America was not built on fear. America was built on courage, on 

imagination and an unbeatable determination to do the job at 

hand.

1116 Truman, Harry S It's a recession when your neighbor loses his job. It's a 

depression when you lose yours.

1117 Truss, Lynne, Eats, Shoots and 

Leaves

In the family of punctuation, where the full stop is daddy and the 

comma is mummy, and the semicolon quietly practises the 

piano with crossed hands, the exclamation mark is the big 

attention-deficit brother who gets over-excited and breaks 

things and laughs too loudly.

1118 Truss, Lynne, Eats, Shoots and 

Leaves

No matter that you have a PhD and have read all of Henry 

James twice, if you still persist in writing, "Good food at it's 

best," you deserve to be struck by lightning, hacked up on the 

spot and buried in an unmarked grave.

1119 Truss, Lynne, Eats, Shoots and 

Leaves

Sticklers unite, you have nothing to lose but your sense of 

proportion, and arguably you didn't have a lot of that to begin 

1120 Truss, Lynne, Eats, Shoots and 

Leaves

The big final rule for the comma is one that you won't find in any 

books by grammarians. It is quite easy to remember, however. 

The rule is: don't use commas like a stupid person.

1121 Truss, Lynne, Eats, Shoots and 

Leaves

Using the apostrophe correctly is a mere negative proof: it tells 

the world you are not a thicko.

1122 Turing, Alan No, I'm not interested in developing a powerful brain. All I'm 

after is just a mediocre brain, something like the president of 

the American Telephone and Telegraph Company.

1123 Turner, Ted Life is like a B movie. You don't want to leave in the middle of it, 

but you don't want to see it again.

1124 Turtledove, Harry Fiction has to be plausible. All history has to do is happen.

1125 Twain, Mark Always do right. This will gratify some people, and astonish the 

rest. 

1126 Twain, Mark But who prays for Satan? Who in eighteen centuries, has had 

the common humanity to pray for the one sinner that needed it 

1127 Twain, Mark Clothes make the man. Naked people have little or no influence 

on society. 

1128 Twain, Mark Don’t go around saying the world owes you a living. The world 

owes you nothing. It was here first.

1129 Twain, Mark Everyone is a moon, and has a dark side which he never shows 

to anybody.

1130 Twain, Mark Get your facts first, and then you can distort 'em as much as 

you please.

1131 Twain, Mark Heaven for climate, Hell for society.

1132 Twain, Mark I did not attend his funeral, but I wrote a nice letter saying I 

approved of it.

1133 Twain, Mark I do not fear death. I had been dead for billions and billions of 

years before I was born, and had not suffered the slightest 

inconvenience from it. 

1134 Twain, Mark I never let my schooling interfere with my education.

1135 Twain, Mark If you alone of all the nation shall decide one way, and that way 

be the right way according to your convictions of the right, you 

have done your duty by yourself and by your country — hold up 

your head! You have nothing to be ashamed of.

1136 Twain, Mark If you pick up a starving dog and make him prosperous, he will 

not bite you. This is the principal difference between a dog and 

a man.

1137 Twain, Mark It is curious that physical courage should be so common in the 

world, and moral courage so rare. 

1138 Twain, Mark Keep away from people who try to belittle your ambitions. Small 

people always do that, but the really great make you feel that 

you, too, can become great.

1139 Twain, Mark Lord save us from old age and broken health and a hope tree 

that has lost the faculty of putting out blossoms.

1140 Twain, Mark Man is the only animal that blushes. Or needs to.

1141 Twain, Mark Man was made at the end of the week's work when God was 

tired.



1142 Twain, Mark Many a small thing has been made large by the right kind of 

advertising. 

1143 Twain, Mark Many people are bothered by those passages of Scripture they 

do not understand, but the passages that bother me are those I 

do understand.

1144 Twain, Mark Reader, suppose you were an idiot. And suppose you were a 

member of congress. But I repeat myself.

1145 Twain, Mark The human race is a race of cowards; and I'm not only 

marching in that procession, but carrying a banner.

1146 Twain, Mark There is no God, no universe, no human race, no earthly life, 

no heaven, no hell. It is all a Dream, a grotesque and foolish 

dream. Nothing exists but you. And You are but a Thought - a 

vagrant Thought, a useless Thought, a homeless Thought, 

wandering forlorn among the empty eternities.

1147 Twain, Mark We may not pay Satan reverence, for that would be indiscreet, 

but we can at least respect his talents.

1148 Twain, Mark When angry, count four; when very angry, swear.

1149 Twain, Mark When I was a boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could 

hardly stand to have the old man around. But when I got to be 

twenty-one, I was astonished at how much he had learned in 

seven years.

1150 Tyson, Neil deGrasse, Death by 

Black Hole

After the laws of physics, everything else is opinion.

1151 Tyson, Neil deGrasse, Death by 

Black Hole

No matter where you hide, you will be part of a universe that 

inexorably marches towards a peculiar oblivion.

1152 U

1153 U2, God, Part II Don't believe them when they tell me there ain't no cure

The rich stay healthy while the sick stay poor.

1154 U2, Mysterious Ways If you want to kiss the sky

You'd better learn how to kneel.

1155 U2, So Cruel I'm only hanging on

To watch you go down....

My love.

1156 V

1157 Van Buren, Martin It is easier to do a job right than to explain why you didn't.

1158 Vasquez, Jhonen Everyone knows you don’t rescue the damned, you just make a 

silent vow not to join them.

1159 Vaughn, Bill We hope that, when the insects take over the world, they will 

remember with gratitude how we took them along on all our 

picnics.

1160 Virgil Two Gates the silent House of Sleep adorn;

Of polish'd Iv'ry this, that of transparent Horn;

True Visions thro' transparent Horn arise;

Thro' polish'd Iv'ry pass deluding Lies.

1161 Virgil, The Aeneid Perhaps one day this too will be pleasant to remember.

1162 Voice, Field of Dreams Build it and he will come.

1163 Voltaire I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your 

right to say it.

1164 Voltaire We owe respect to the living; to the dead we owe only truth.

1165 Vowell, Sarah, Assassination 

Vacation

Like Lincoln, I would like to believe that the ballot is stronger 

than the bullet. Then again, he said that before he got shot.

1166 Vowell, Sarah, Assassination 

Vacation

One of John Wilkes Booth's many faults is that he did not have 

the decency to die within walking distance of a Metro stop.

1167 Vowell, Sarah, Assassination 

Vacation

Then, as now, optional wars are fought because there are 

people in the government who really, really want to fight them.

1168 Vowell, Sarah, Assassination 

Vacation

There are people who look forward to spending their sunset 

years in the sunshine; it is my own retirement dream to await 

my death indoors, dragging strangers up dusty staircases while 

coughing up one of the most thrilling phrases in the English 

language: "It was on this spot..."



1169 Vowell, Sarah, The Partly Cloudy 

Patriot

I can't even use a cotton ball without spacing out about 

slavery's favorite cash crop and that line from Lincoln's Second 

Inaugural Address that, 'it may seem strange that any men 

should dare to ask a just God's assistance in wringing their 

bread from the sweat of other men's faces.' Well, that, and why 

does black eyeliner smudge way more than brown?

1170 Vowell, Sarah, The Partly Cloudy 

Patriot

I wish that in order to secure his party's nomination, a 

presidential candidate would be required to point at the sky and 

name all the stars; have the periodic table of the elements 

memorized; rattle off the kings and queens of Spain; define the 

significance of the Gatling gun; joke around in Latin; interpret 

the symbolism in seventeenth-century Dutch painting; explain 

photosynthesis to a six-year-old; recite Emily Dickinson; bake a 

perfect popover; build a shortwave radio out of a coconut; and 

know all the words to Hoagy Carmichael's 'Two Sleepy People,' 

Johnny Cash's 'Five Feet High and Rising,' and 'You Got the 

Silver' by the Rolling Stones.
1171 Vowell, Sarah, The Partly Cloudy 

Patriot

My greatest hope for my own hastily written sentences is that 

they would keep a stranger company on an airplane. Abraham 

Lincoln could turn a pretty phrase such as, 'I invoke the 

considerate judgment of mankind,' and put it in the 

proclamation that freed the slaves.

1172 Vowell, Sarah, The Partly Cloudy 

Patriot

Some afternoons a person just wants to rent Die Hard , close 

the curtains, and have Cheerios for lunch.

1173 W

1174 Walker, Laura Why torture yourself when life will do it for you?

1175 Wallace's Observation Everything is in a state of utter dishevelment.

1176 Warner, Brad, Hardcore Zen Question authority. Question society. Question reality. Question 

yourself. Question your conclusions, your judgments, your 

answers. Question this. If you question everything thoroughly 

enough, the truth will eventually hit you upside the head and 

you will know. But here’s a warning: It won’t be what you 

imagined. It won’t be even close.

1177 Warner, Brad, Hardcore Zen Truth can never be found in mere belief.  Belief is restricted.  

Truth is boundless.

1178 Washington, George Associate yourself with men of good quality if you esteem your 

own reputation. It is better be alone than in bad company.

1179 Washington, George If the freedom of speech is taken away then dumb and silent we 

may be led, like sheep to the slaughter. 

1180 Washington, Martha I am still determined to be cheerful and happy, in whatever 

situation I may be; for I have also learned from experience that 

the greater part of our happiness or misery depends upon our 

dispositions, and not upon our circumstances. We carry the 

seeds of the one or the other about with us in our minds 

1181 Washlesky's Law Anything is easier to take apart than to put together.

1182 Wayne, John Tomorrow is the most important thing in life. Comes into us at 

midnight very clean. It's perfect when it arrives, and it puts itself 

in our hands. It hopes we've learned something from yesterday.

1183 Weinberg, Stephen With or without religion, you would have good people doing 

good things and evil people doing evil things. But for good 

people to do evil things, that takes religion.

1184 West, Mae I used to be Snow White, but I drifted.

1185 West, Mae Sex is an emotion in motion.

1186 West, Mae When choosing between two evils, I always like to try the one 

I've never tried before.

1187 West, Mae When I'm good, I'm very good, but when I'm bad, I'm better.

1188 West, Wally I can't stand it when my actions have consequences.

1189 Wharton, Edith If only we'd stop trying to be happy, we could have a pretty 

good time.

1190 Whistler's Law You never know who's right, but you always know who's in 

charge.

1191 Whitehead, Alfred North If a dog jumps onto your lap it is because he is fond of you; but 

if a cat does the same thing it is because your lap is warmer.



1192 Whitman, Walt Do I contradict myself?

Very well then I contradict myself.

(I am large, I contain multitudes)

1193 Whitman, Walt The powerful play goes on, and you may contribute a verse.

1194 Whyte-Melville, George The Eleventh Commandment: Thou Shalt Not Be Found Out.

1195 Wilde, Oscar Always forgive your enemies; nothing annoys them so much.

1196 Wilde, Oscar Give a man a mask and he will show his true face.

1197 Wilde, Oscar I sometimes think that God in creating man somewhat 

overestimated his ability.

1198 Wilde, Oscar In this world there are only two tragedies. One is not getting 

what one wants, and the other is getting it.

1199 Wilde, Oscar Most people are other people. Their thoughts are someone 

else’s opinions. Their lives a mimicry. Their passions a 

1200 Wilde, Oscar The old believe everything; the middle-aged suspect 

everything; the young know everything.

1201 Wilde, Oscar We are all in the gutter, but some of us are looking at the stars.

1202 Wilder, Billy If you're going to tell the truth, be funny or they'll kill you.

1203 Wilder, Thornton When you're safe at home, you wish you were having an 

adventure; when you're having an adventure, you wish you 

were safe at home.

1204 Williams, Tennessee; A Streetcar 

Named Desire

I have always depended on the kindness of strangers.

- Blanch DuBois

1205 Winterburn, Stephen Before you diagnose yourself with depression or low self 

esteem, first make sure you are not, in fact, just surrounded by 

1206 Wodehouse, P.G. She looked as though she had been poured into her clothes 

and had forgotten to say 'when.'

1207 Wolfe, Tom A cult is a religion with no political power.

1208 Wolfman, Marv, Crisis on Infinite 

Earths: the Novelization

Although we have to remember the dead, we can't ever let 

ourselves act like we're one of them. - Supergirl (Kara Zor-El)

1209 Wong, David If you want to become a different person, part of it is deciding 

which parts of you need to die.

1210 Wright, Steven I hate it when my foot falls asleep during the day, because I 

know it's going to be up all night.

1211 Wright, Steven If you shoot a mime, should you use a silencer?

1212 Wright, Steven You can't have everything - where would you put it?

1213 X

1214 X, Malcolm The future belongs to those who prepare for it today.

1215 Xenocrates I have often regretted my speech, never my silence.

1216 Y

1217 Yeats, W.B. Being Irish, he had an abiding sense of tragedy which 

sustained him through temporary periods of joy.

1218 Yeats, W.B., The Irish Girl's Lament You have taken the east from me, you have taken

the west from me, you have taken what is before me

and what is behind me; you have taken the moon,

you have taken the sun from me, and my fear is

great you have taken God from me.

1219 Yeltsin, Boris You can build a throne out of bayonets, but you can't sit on 

them long.

1220 Young's Law of Inanimate Mobility All inanimate objects can move just enough to get in your way.

1221 Z

1222 Zangwill, Israel The Jews are a frightened people. Nineteen centuries of 

Christian love have broken their nerves.

1223 Zinn, Howard, A People's History of 

the United States

Control in modern times requires more than force, more than 

law. It requires that a population dangerously concentrated in 

cities and factories, whose lives are filled with cause for 

rebellion, be taught that all is right as it is.

1224 Zippy the Pinhead Paranoia and blind faith are psychic handmaidens.


